College Net Price Calculator
The purpose of the net price calculator is to allow you to determine what the
actual cost of a given school will be for your child. The colleges were tasked
with making this as inclusive as possible to eliminate surprises. It should
include books, fees, tuition, room and board and miscellaneous expenses. This
is a very valuable tool for families to use in comparing college costs. However,
it is not at all helpful if not used properly.
In order for the calculator to give you an accurate assessment of your costs, the
information that you put into it must be accurate. Most schools will ask you for
your GPA based upon a 4.0 scale. A sample appears below. This is from the net
price calculator on Union College’s website. It is very important that you
calculate your GPA on this scale rather than entering the GPA from your WPHS
transcript. Even without any weighted courses (Honors, AP, SUPA or Science
Research) we don’t conform to a 4.0 scale because in our school and A+ = 4.5.
Please use the 4.0 GPA calculator linked to the Guidance website in order to
determine the GPA you must put into a calculator such as this one.

If the calculator for the school that you are interested in requires your GPA to be
expressed on a 100 point scale, after determining you GPA using the 4.0
calculator, please use the following conversion chart:

For a lot more information on net price calculators, please go to
http://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/resource/net_price_calculator.asp

Institutions’ Net Price Calculator Web Addresses
Click here to download a zip file that includes a list of the net price calculator web
addresses that institutions reported in the Integrated Postsecondary Education Data
system (IPEDS) as of March 19, 2012 in .xls and .csv format. Please contact the
institution directly if you have questions about a specific net price calculator.

