


June 2011


Dear Ninth Grade English Honors Student:

We would like to wish you a wonderful, productive summer as you prepare for your first year at White Plains High School. As an incoming English 1 Honors student, your summer reading requirement is to read two books over the summer: one from the following list, and one of your own choosing. In September, you will be asked to demonstrate and apply your knowledge of the books you have read. 

• Into Thin Air, by Jon Krakauer, is a bone-chilling narrative in which the author recounts his experiences of his ill-fated climb of Mt. Everest.

 • When I Was Puerto Rican, by Esmeralda Santiago, is a memoir in which Santiago recounts her tumultuous childhood in rural Puerto Rico and her tremendous journey adapting to life in New York City.

• The Hiding Place, by Corrie ten Boom, is the famous autobiography in which Corrie ten Boom tells her story of helping Jewish refugees during the Nazi occupation of Holland in WWII. 

• A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier, by Ishmael Beah, is the riveting account of how at the age of 13 Beah became a child soldier in Sierra Leone’s civil war and the dramatic journey that followed.

Additionally, you are required to keep a Quote Journal for the non-fiction text from the list above. Journals must include at least ten quotes from the book and your reflections about those quotes. (Do not simply summarize the quotes. Suggestions for the type of reflections you might write are provided on the back of this letter.) Come to class prepared to submit your Quote Journal to your teacher on the first day of school. Although you are required to keep a quote journal only for the book you choose from the list above, keep in mind that you will also be accountable for the book you choose on your own. Therefore, we encourage you to use post-its to note your comments, connections, questions, and reactions as you read.

We have high expectations for a successful year ahead, and we look forward to seeing you in the fall!

Sincerely,


Nicole Derungs 


Nicole Reis 




Quote Journal 

Quote Journal Reflections

You are required to write one reflection on each of the quotes you select.  The following are some suggestions for the types of reflections you might write:

• Reactions “This annoys me because…”; “I’m shocked/amused by this because…”

• Questions “I wonder if…”/ “I wonder why…” with possible answers “Maybe 
because…”

• Connections         - Text to other text(s) – book, movie, song, etc.
- Text to self
- Text to world

• Analysis Significance of the quote in relation to any of the following: 

- prominent themes
            - literary techniques (such as imagery, author’s tone, author’s style, etc.)
            - conflict (internal or external)
            - social issues regarding race, class, gender, age, etc.
	- author’s personal growth, discoveries, or lessons
	- author’s purpose

Quote Journal Format Options

The following are samples of the two options for setting up your quote journal: 

Sample 1:

	
Quote 
	
Reflection





Sample 2:

	
Quote



	
Reflection





