WHITE PLAINS MIDDLE SCHOOL

SUMMER READING LIST – 2011
GRADE 8

All students entering grade eight are required to read two books from this list before school begins in September.  Your teachers, school librarian, and the librarians at the White Plains Public Library will be happy to help you select books from this list.

Blackwood, Gary L.

The Shakespeare Stealer (Historical Fiction/Adventure. Sequels: Shakespeare Scribe and Shakespeare’s Spy) 840
A young orphan boy is ordered by his master to infiltrate Shakespeare’s acting troupe in order to steal the script of Hamlet, but he discovers instead the meaning of friendship and loyalty.
Draper, Sharon

Romiette and Julio (Realistic Fiction) 610
Romiette, an African-American girl, and Julio, an Hispanic boy, discover they attend the same high school after falling in love on the Internet, and the two are harassed by gang members who object to interracial dating.
Duncan, Lois


Ransom (Mystery) 750
In the beginning it is just another bus ride home from school.  It doesn’t seem odd that the driver is a stranger.  Suddenly, the last five students realize they are moving steadily down an unfamiliar road all locked together in silent fear.

DuPrau, Jeanne

The City of Ember (Fantasy) 680
Built as an underground refuge for the human race, the city of Ember begins to deteriorate as its lights start to flicker.  When Lina finds part of an ancient message, she’s sure it holds a secret that will save the city.  She and her friend Doon must decipher the message before the lights go out on Ember forever.
Flake, Sharon G.

The Skin I’m In (Realistic Fiction) 670
Thirteen-year-old Maleeka, uncomfortable because her skin is extremely dark, meets a new teacher with a birthmark on her face and makes some discoveries about how to love who she is and what she looks like.
Lowry, Lois


Gathering Blue (Science Fiction) 680
Left orphaned and physically flawed in a civilization that shuns and discards the weak, Kira faces a frighteningly uncertain future. When she is summoned to judgement by The Council of Guardians, Kira prepares to fight for her life. But the Council, to her surprise, has plans for her.
Myers, Walter Dean

Fallen Angels  650
Seventeen-year-old Richie Perry, just out of his Harlem high school, enlists in the Army in the summer of 1967 and spends a devastating year on active duty in Vietnam.

Nix, Garth*


Sabriel (sequel: Lirael) (Fantasy) 1060
Sabriel, daughter of the necromancer Abhorsen, must journey into the mysterious and magical Old Kingdom to rescue her father from the Land of the Dead.

Patterson, James  
700
The Angel Experiment (Maximum Ride series) (Adventure) 
After the mutant Erasers abduct the youngest member of their group, the "birdkids," who are the result of genetic experimentation, take off in pursuit and find themselves struggling to understand their own origins and purpose.

Resau, Laura 

 Red Glass   (Realistic Fiction) 800
Sixteen-year-old Sophie has been frail and delicate since her premature birth, but discovers her true strength during a journey through Mexico, where the six-year-old orphan her family hopes to adopt was born, and to Guatemala, where her would-be boyfriend hopes to find his mother and plans to remain.
Sleator, William

The Duplicate  (Science Fiction) 690
When David finds a mysterious machine that can copy living things, he duplicates himself, triggering a nightmarish struggle for identity.

Van Draanen, Wendelin
Flipped   (Realistic Fiction) 720
In alternating chapters, two teenagers describe how their feelings about themselves, each other, and their families have changed over the years.

*Books that readers sometimes find more challenging.

For our readers looking to extend their reach, try: 


A Tree Grows in Brooklyn (Betty Smith)


Westside Story (Arthur Laurents)


Flowers for Algernon (Daniel Keyes)
Or ask your local librarian for additional challenging selections.  
A collection of these titles is available from the Young Adult Department, 
White Plains Public Library and from the White Plains Middle School Library. 
Revised 2011.
Visit: www.whiteplains.org for access to the District’s Project Summer Read website

