WHITE PLAINS MIDDLE SCHOOL

SUMMER READING LIST – 2011
GRADE 6

All students entering grade six are required to read two books from this list before school begins in September.   Your teachers, school librarian, and the librarians at the White Plains Public Library will be happy to help you select books from this list.  Please note that all students will be assessed on their summer reading during the first few weeks of September.

Banerjee, Anjali  


Looking for Bapu  (Realistic Fiction) 590
When his beloved grandfather dies, eight-year-old Anu feels that his spirit is near and will stop at nothing to bring him back, including trying to become a Hindu holy man.

Dahl, Roald



The Witches  (Fantasy) 740
The hero of this story is told by his grandmother that witches are the most dangerous creatures on earth.  According to grandmother, witches are known to hate children so much that they will cast all sorts of terrifying spells to get rid of them. So grandson and grandmother team up to expose the Grand High Witch and stop her evil doings.  
Ellis, Deborah 


Sacred Leaf  (Realistic Fiction) 770
Diego Juarez finds sanctuary with the Ricardo family after escaping an illegal cocaine operation, but his safe haven is destroyed when the army destroys the family's crop and livelihood and Diego joins a protest of the government's actions, which leads to a dramatic standoff.

Jacques, Brian


Redwall Series  (Fantasy/Adventure series) * 800
This epic animal fantasy moves the reader through a series of adventures filled with villains, heroes, mysteries, and riddles.  This is a classic tale of good versus evil. 

Lombard, Jenny


Drita My Homegirl  (Realistic Fiction) 690
When ten-year-old Drita and her family move to New York from Kosovo, she is teased about not speaking English, but after a popular student named Maxine is forced to learn about Kosovo as a punishment for teasing Drita, the two girls bond and Drita is no longer teased. 

Myers, Walter Dean


Bad Boy  (memoir) 970
As a boy, WDM was quick-tempered and strong - always ready for a fight. He also loved to read -he would check out books from the library and carry them home, hidden in brown paper bags in order to avoid other boys' teasing. He wanted to be a writer, but growing up in a poor family in Harlem, his hopes diminished as he came to realize the class and racial struggles that surrounded him. He began to doubt himself, attending high school less and less, turning to the streets and his books for comfort. 

Naylor, Phyllis


Jade Green   (Ghost Story) * 1040
When orphan Judith Sparrow is sent to live with her uncle in his haunted house, strange and mysterious things begin to happen when Judith disobeys her uncle’s “green” rule.

Riordan, Rick


The Lightning Thief (Fantasy series) 740
After learning that he is the son of a mortal woman and Poseidon, god of the sea, twelve-year-old Percy is sent to a summer camp for demigods like himself, and joins his new friends on a quest to prevent a war between the gods.

Ryan, Pam Munoz


Becoming Naomi León (Realistic Fiction) 830
When Naomi's absent mother resurfaces to claim her, Naomi runs away to Mexico with her great-grandmother and younger brother in search of her father.  (Same author as Esperanza Rising)
Margaret Peterson-Haddix 

Among the Hidden (Series)* 800
Luke’s parents hide him away so that the population police will not know that he exists. It is a lonely life for Luke, who wishes he could go outside and play, like his brothers do, and also go to school, to leave the house and go anywhere. When the land behind Luke’s farm is developed into a neighborhood, Luke is shocked to meet another child like him, Jen. She tells him all about other "shadow children" who live hidden away from the rest of society. When Jen organizes a big rally to support the hidden children, will Luke risk his life by going to it?
Mike Lupica 



Two Minute Drill  * 880
Chris Conlan is the coolest kid in sixth grade—the golden-armed quarterback of the football team, and the boy all the others look up to. Scott Parry is the new kid, the boy with the huge brain, but with feet that trip over themselves daily. These two boys may seem like an odd couple, but each has a secret that draws them together as friends, and proves that the will to succeed is even more important than raw talent.
Henry Winkler


Hank Zipzer (Series) 750
Inspired by the true life experiences of Henry Winkler, this series is about Hank Zipzer, the world's greatest underachiever! 

John Flanagan 


Ranger’s Apprentice (Series) 920
Follows the adventures of Will, an orphan who is taken as an apprentice Ranger, as he strives to keep the Kingdom of Araluen safe from invaders, traitors, and threats. He is joined on his adventures by his mentor Halt and his best friend Horace.
*Books that readers sometimes find to be more challenging.

A collection of these titles is available from:

· Young Adult Department, White Plains Public Library
· White Plains Middle School Library
· Barnes & Noble
Revised 2011.
Parent Resources/Recursos Para Padres

Choosing Books for Children by Betsy Hearne

Best of the Best for Children by Denise Perry Donavin, ed.

The New Read-Aloud Handbook by Jim Trelease

For Reading Out Loud by Margaret May Kimmel

Read to Me: Raising Kids Who Love to Read by Bernice E. Cullinan

Parent’s Guide to the Best Books for Children by Eden Ross Lipson

Reading Magic by Mem Fox

 

For More Information/Para Más Información

http://www.rif.org/parents/resources/parentguide.mspx  

www.westchesterlibraries.org

http://www.brainpopjr.com
http://www.brainpop.com
http://esp.brainpop.com (Español)

 

Useful Links 
White Plains Public Schools and Project Summer Read
www.whiteplainspublicschools.org
 

White Plains Public Library  

www.whiteplainslibrary.org

 

White Plains Youth Bureau

www.cityofwhiteplains.com/youthbureau/

 

Barnes & Noble Booksellers

Www.barnesandnoble.com

 
