	Required Reading………. 3 AP English Language and Composition 

	The Overachievers: The Secret Lives of Driven Kids by Alexandra Robbins 

“Letter from a Birmingham Jail” by Martin Luther King (may be found at http://www.stanford.edu/group/King/frequentdocs/birmingham 
Required Writing: 
The Overachievers: The Secret Lives of Driven Kids by Alexandra Robbins 

Alexandra Robbins follows several top students at a prestigious Maryland high school as they struggle to 

graduate and apply to college. As you read this book, we want you to think about how Robbins portrays these

teenagers and their experiences. You will write a dialectical Response Log in order to further your thinking 

process and communicate your thoughts and ideas to your classmates and teacher. We will often refer to this text in class for supporting material and examples, so read closely and actively. 
The Response Log….. for The Overachievers 
A response log is an effective way to keep a record of your reading responses‐positive or negative, sure or 

unsure. It offers a chance to respond personally, to ask questions, wonder, predict, or reflect on the 

characters, people, events, literary elements, writing techniques, or language of a text. Do not summarize! We want you to instead, record your textual observations. 

1. Please type your log

2. Must have two columns (divide the page in 1/2) 

• Title the column on the left “Quotations from the Text” or 

• Title the column on the right “Commentary/Responses to the Text” 

Responses may start: 

• “The imagery reveals…” 
• “The setting gives the effect of…” 
• “The author seems to feel…” 
• “The tone of this part is…” 
• “The character(s) feel(s)…” 
• “This is ironic because…” 
• “An interesting metaphor or symbol is” 
• “The detail seems effective/out of place/important because…” 
• “An interesting word/phrase/sentence/thought is…” 
• “This reminds me of…” 
• “Something I notice/appreciate/don’t appreciate/wonder about is…” 
• “The author emphasizes________ in order to…” 
• Or you may start with something else you feel is appropriate. 

3. Generally each response to a quotation should be 3‐5 sentences and should include your analysis of the 

author’s attitude, purpose or tone, and relation to personal experience. 

4. You must include a total of 20 entries that range from the beginning to the end.

 5. Make sure that you note the page number for the quotes. 
Your response log will be used to determine your comprehension of the text. Be sure that your responses are thorough and that you complete the journal for all chapters of the book.   The rubric used to grade your work will include how comprehensive and carefully you completed your log.


