May, 2011

Dear 3AP Student:

We welcome you to the AP Course in Language and Composition; this class will culminate with the AP test in May.  The English Language and Composition course examines the ways in which writers use language.  Consequently, the course requires both intensive reading of prose written in a variety of periods and extensive writing in multiple genres. Students read the works of many respected writers in numerous genres—short stories, novels, poetry, essays, speeches, autobiographies, and biographies—in order to examine how writers use language to persuade, educate, enrage, and even entertain. Writing ranges from informal, reflective journals to formal, critical papers, with an emphasis on analytical and argumentative writing which reflects each student's voice and an excellent command of syntax and diction.


Because of the intense nature of the course, it is essential that you complete the summer reading assignment which is attached – preferably over the course of the summer rather than the week before school starts. Students should be prepared to turn in the assigned writing the first day of school; tests and in-class essays on the reading during that first week are quite likely.


We look forward to meeting you in September to begin a rewarding and exciting year.  






Sincerely yours, 






Rebecca Fahey and Carol Ann Tito

                                         Teachers, AP English Language and Composition

