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Required Writing for “Letter from a Birmingham Jail”

The SOAPstone Technique….. for the King Letter

SOAPSTONE—An Acronym for Analyzing Texts for Point of View 

Subject: The general topic, content, and ideas contained in the text. This can be 
stated in a few words or a phrase. 

Occasion: Where and when did the story take place? In what context. What is the 

rhetorical occasion of the text? Is it a memory, a description, an observation, a 

valedictory, an argument, a diatribe, an elegy, a declaration, a critique, etc.? Note the 

larger occasion, that is, the broad issue which is the center of ideas and emotions. Also 

note the immediate occasion, that is, the issue that catches the writer’s attention and 

triggers a response. 

Audience: Toward whom is the text directed? Does the author identify an audience? 

Is it one individual, a group, many groups? What assumptions can you make about the 

intended audience? 

Purpose: What is the speaker's reason for writing the text? Considering the 

purpose is important so that the reader can examine the writer’s argument and the logic of 

it. In what ways does the author convey the message of the purpose? What is the 

message? How does the speaker try to spark a reaction in the audience? How is the text 

supposed to make the audience feel? What is its intended effect? 

Speaker: (The voice telling the story). Is someone identified as the speaker? What 

assumptions can you make about the speaker? (e.g., age, gender, class, emotional state, 

etc.) 

Please prepare a document that devotes a paragraph to each consideration in “SOAPS”, concluding with your assessment of the “tone” (writer’s voice or point of view)) of the document.

Additionally, since Dr. King, in his response to the clergymen, uses imagery, figurative language, irony and historical allusion to articulate his position, please be “interactive” readers(with your own hard copy)  for this document.
Highlight in red:  Imagery

Highlight in green: Figurative Language (metaphors, similes, alliteration, and personification)
Highlight in blue: Irony
Highlight in yellow: Allusion (reference to a body of knowledge an audience would know)
