June 2011
Dear AP English Students:
 
Welcome to AP English Literature and Composition.  This course is a reading intensive course that will place many demands on you, and those demands will begin with work done by you this summer.


As you know, the AP examinations are administered in May, and this, consequently, gives us less time to prepare for the test than is enjoyed by many school districts throughout the country. So we have to make sure that we already have some momentum when we begin in September. 
To that end we are requiring that you read the novels The Red Badge of Courage by Stephen Crane and The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien, works that examine the plight of the infantryman in combat.  You will be tested on these the week we return. While copies of the novel are available in the bookroom at the high school, it is recommended that you acquire your own copies so that you may mark them up and make them your own. 
A second requirement is that you obtain a composition notebook for the class. This summer we want you to review your old English notebooks and begin a literature log. Begin at the back of the notebook and list the following columns: Title, Author, Characters, Plot, and Theme. Include as many works of significant literature as you can remember from freshman year on. This will become an important resource for you as you begin to review for the AP exam. It will also be one of your initial grades for the course. (Twenty completed works equals “A”; 17 equals “B”; 15, “C”; 12 “D”. If you have fewer than 12, reconsider taking the course.)  
Use the summer productively. We will be reading across genres and time, and many of the works planned for the course are challenging either because of their content or style. Eighteenth and Nineteenth Century prose, for example, employs long, complicated sentences; classical drama uses dramatic forms radically different than the ones commonly used today. 
Among the works planned for the year are the following:

King Lear by William Shakespeare

Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller

Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen

The Awakening by Kate Chopin

Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte

Dubliners and A Portrait of the Artist as a Young May by James Joyce
We will also be reading a wide range of poetry and essays.

Please be very serious about setting up and using a regular reading regime. The AP exam is very challenging, and to be successful you will need to be able to draw on a wealth of literature – not movies, not Spark Notes – and an understanding of literary techniques. Close, careful, sustained reading is the only way you’ll be able to adequately prepare yourself for the test. 

So, enjoy your summer (hey, reading is fun!) and we’ll see you in September.








Sincerely,






Gia Loscalzo                           Dennis Polanco
