WHITE PLAINS HIGH SCHOOL

2011 SUMMER READING LIST

Grade 10

10th Grade Summer Reading List:

1. How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents by Julia Alvarez
2. In These Girls, Hope is a Muscle: The True Story of Hoop Dreams and One Very Special Team by Madeleine Blais
3. The Last Shot: City Streets, Basketball Dreams by Darcy Frey
4. The Contender by Robert Lipsyte

5. Soul less by Gail Carriger

6. The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins

7. The White Darkness by Geraldine McCaughrean
8. Beautiful Creatures by Kami Garcia and Margaret Stohl
9. The Magicians by Lev Grossman

10. Batman: Year One – Graphic Novel  by Frank Miller
11. Monster by Walter Dean Myers
REQUIREMENTS
REQUIREMENT #1: Read a minimum of TWO books from the list designated for your grade level.  

REQUIREMENT #2: For ONE of the books you have chosen, select ONE or TWO of the questions provided on the list below.  Answer the question(s) you have selected in a thoughtful response of at least one complete page.  Typed responses should be in 12 point font and double spaced.  Hand-written responses should be NEATLY written on standard sized paper in blue or black ink.

OPTIONAL:  You may choose to write a response to the second book you read (following the same guidelines) for EXTRA CREDIT.

DUE DATE:  This assignment, together with any extra credit response, must be turned in to your 10th grade English teacher no later than the Friday of the first full week of school.
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Questions:  Remember to choose ONE or TWO only.
1) Select a brief passage from the book (a quotation of 3-4 sentences) that you find especially significant.  Write it on your paper.  Identify the context for the chosen quotation and explain how it applies to the book, and why you find it significant.

2) Did this book make you laugh, cry, cheer, scream, explode, or elicit any other emotional response from you.  Explain your reaction referring to specific details from the book.  

3) What does the book teach you about life in general?  In what ways does it remind you of people you have known or experiences you have had?    You may also write about stories or books you have read, or movies or works of art, or television programs you have seen.  Support your opinion with specific details and examples.

4) How does a major character change in the course of the novel?  Include in your response the factors that influenced the character’s development throughout the novel.

5) Does this book relate to any nonfiction article(s) you have read in the newspaper or in a magazine?  If so, summarize the article and explain how it applies to the book, referring to specific plot points and characters.

6) Do you think the title fits the book?  Why or why not?  If you do not like the title, propose a better one and explain why you believe it is preferable.

7) Has this book helped you in any way, or made you think about anything differently?  Explain.  Have you changed any of your opinions or attitudes after reading this book?  Would you recommend this book to others?  Why or why not?
8) Do you like the ending of the book?  Why or why not?  Do you think there is more to tell?  What do you think might happen next?

9) What is the book’s principal conflict?  Do you think the conflict is relatable/realistic?  How is it resolved?  Does the resolution ring true?

10) If you could give advice to any character in the book, who would it be and what would you say?  Be sure to refer to specific plot points in your response.
