June  2011
Dear Tenth Grade English Honors Student: 

Welcome to honors level sophomore English.  We are enthusiastic about meeting you in September and wish you a safe and productive summer.  English 2H is a rigorous course, requiring close reading and analysis of difficult texts.  It is also a writing-intensive course that expects you to be able to articulate your thoughts with eloquence and sophistication across a variety of writing styles.  To this end, we have designed the following summer assignment.  

The first part of this assignment is to read The Curious Incident of the Dog (In the Night Time), by Mark Haddon, and The Color of Water, by James McBride.  Both of these books, which demonstrate the search for identity, the necessity of human interaction, and the strengths of the human spirit, are truly universal.  Within their unique settings and situations, they provide eye-opening lessons for all readers.  

When you have finished reading, we ask that you complete a writing sample that is connected to The Curious Incident of the Dog (In the Night Time).  This is your first opportunity to introduce yourself to us as writers and it is a chance for you to showcase your strengths.  Please choose one of the options listed on the back of this letter; your response should be typed (double-spaced), and ready to hand in on the first day of school.  Be creative, thoughtful and specific; show us your best stuff!  

Finally, when we meet in September, there will be a series of assessments based on these readings.  On the second day of class, you will take a multiple choice exam on both books to assess your comprehension.  A few days later, you will begin work on a literary essay through which you will demonstrate a deeper critical analysis of The Color of Water.  


We have high expectations for a successful year ahead and look forward to sharing it with you.  





Sincerely,

              


Miranda DeMella       Peter Wood
Dennis Polanco
cc:  Ms. Diana Knight, Principal

      Ms. Carolyne Quintana, Coordinator of ELA
(over)

Choices for the format of your writing sample on The Curious Incident of the Dog (in the Night-Time):  
(Minimum 2 pages/typed double spaced) 

· A monologue written in the voice of the protagonist/Christopher (Be sure to make reference to specific events, characters and information from the novel).
· An essay focusing on a principal theme* in the novel.  This must include supporting quotations.
· A well- supported critical review of this novel.  Be sure to include analysis of characterization, plot, setting and theme*.

* Reminder:  A theme is a complete sentence expressing a truth about life/the human experience as conveyed by the text. Topics must be developed into themes that can be supported by the text.  Strong themes are usually debatable.

For example
Topics = love, revenge

Themes=

· The text argues that monogamous love is a cultural invention that cannot last.

· The struggles of the protagonist show that revenge may feel sweet temporarily, but it is ultimately futile, as it brings no true satisfaction.
