September 13, 2004 
IN MEMORIAM:  Superintendent of Schools Timothy Connors asked for a moment of silence in honor of Army Pfc. Kevin Cuming, son of staff member Yolanda Cuming, who died while on patrol in Iraq.

SCHOOL OPENING:  Board President Donna McLaughlin welcomed everyone to a new school year and thanked the staff who worked so hard over the summer, particularly the Human Resources Depart-ment which had many positions to fill.  Mr. Connors and the Assistant Superintendents described a wonderful opening day, filled with excitement and anticipation.  The students seemed happy to be back, the staff was enthusiastic about the year ahead, and the buildings were sparkling, after various renovation projects this summer.  Assistant Superintendent for Business Terry Schruers paid particular compliments to Diane Markert and the Transportation Office staff, Ed Marra and Food Services, and Lucy Roman and the Technology staff for improvements in their areas and for the smooth start.

New High School Principal Ivan Toper added that he is truly impressed with the student population and the wonderful and welcoming staff there.

HALL OF FAME:  Mr. Toper announced the names of the four alumni who will be inducted into the White Plains High School Hall of Fame on November 9th:  Jim Jordan, ‘48 (posthumously), award-winning advertising executive; Thelma Washington, ’55, long-time elementary school teacher and active community volunteer; Dr. Andrew Arnold, ’70, internationally recognized leader in endocrinology and cancer research; and William Wolfram, ’73, world-renowned and award-winning concert pianist.  Mrs. McLaughlin urged the public to attend the induction ceremony, which is a wonderful source of pride for the entire community.

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT:  Mr. Connors shared enrollment statistics and said official figures would be reported in October.  As of now, there is an increase of 58 students over last year.  He men- tioned a recent article in the Journal News, highlighting the new full-day kindergarten program.  

Mr. Connors reported that the High School yearbook, Oracle, received a Silver Award from the Columbia Scholastic Press Association.  Editors-in-Chief were Christina Guhl and Tyler Lein.  Faculty Advisor is Diane Harrington.

Mr. Connors asked High School Assistant Principal Rosemarie Agosto to provide an update on the “WISE” Program, to be instituted this spring.  Ms. Agosto said the program, now in more than 60 schools, permits second semester seniors to experience the “real world” through internships, community service projects, or individual study in a specific area of interest.  Two people who were instrumental in bringing the program to White Plains are Charles Norris, parent and Co-President of the High School PTA, who participated in the program while in high school, and current senior Anya Brown.  

ADMINISTRATIVE APPOINTMENTS:  David Cabrera, formerly Assistant Principal at the Highlands Campus of the Middle School, was appointed to the position of Director of the Newcomer Center.  Assistant Superintendent and former Director of the Newcomer Center Margaret Dwyer spoke about the excitement among staff and parents when this appointment was announced and about her confidence in Mr. Cabrera.  He responded that he is proud and honored to accept this challenge.

Two new Assistant Principals were appointed at the Highlands Campus of the Middle School, to fill Mr. Cabrera’s position and that of Valerie Henning-Piedmonte, who resigned to become a principal elsewhere.  Mr. Connors said the district is sorry to lose her.  Brent Brown, a former Social Studies Teacher at the High School, and Glenn Raysor, most recently an Assistant Principal in a Brooklyn school, will fill these positions.

Robert Janowitz was appointed Assistant Principal at Ridgeway School, coming to the district from the Lakeland Schools.  

PERSONNEL:  Two teachers received probationary appointments:  Robert Laub will teach English at New York Presbyterian Hospital; and Kathryn Vives will teach Social Studies at the High School.

High School Reading Teacher Marcia Kowan submitted her resignation for the purpose of retirement, effective February 1st.

Tenure was awarded to three Teaching Assistants:  Claudia Dominguez, at the Newcomer Center; Eileen Fitzmaurice, at Ridgeway School; and Quincy Summers, at the Middle School-Highlands.

BOARD GOALS AND PRIORITIES:  Mrs. McLaughlin said that the September 27th Board meeting will be devoted to this topic and Mr. Connors asked Board members to submit their priorities.  He added that a meeting will be arranged for November, with a districtwide group, to discuss long-range object-ives and methods to evaluate existing programs.  In accepting assignments to various Board committees, members stressed the need to develop annual goals for each committee.

One of the priorities for the year is to address issues of racism and Mr. Connors reviewed the survey after the workshop on the subject last spring.  He said there must be on-going training and dialogue, as well as a process in every school to conduct the difficult conversations on race.  The district will be bringing in experts to discuss these issues and how they relate to the achievement gap.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Several members of the school community spoke regarding the retirement of Mario Scarano, Director of Athletics.  They described Mr. Scarano as a dedicated and hard worker who has been an asset to the district and urged the Board to reconsider his request to rescind his retirement.  Mrs. McLaughlin responded that the Board fully recognizes Mr. Scarano’s contributions and has listened carefully to the comments of the public.

