October 12, 2004

IN MEMORIAM:  Superintendent of Schools Timothy Connors asked for a moment of silence to honor several members of the school community.  High School Senior Jason Soury lost his life in a tragic accident recently, as did Adult Education student Kevin Andre.  Alice Barrett, former Secretary in the Medical Services Department, was with the district for 14 years.

RECOGNITION:  Mr. Connors congratulated the 21 students who were recognized in the 2005 National Merit Scholarship Program.  Semi-Finalists are:  Danielle M. Cohn, Elizabeth A. Newman, Matt Oliveri, Michael D. Schwartz, Rachel L. Silverman and Naana C. Wrightman.  

Commended students are:  Andrea Busch, Amanda L. Culp, Zachary A. Glass, Robert C. Hollahan, Constance Hsiung, Aaron S. Jurist, Sarah A. Kellogg, Janice Kim, Brian B. Kirkpatrick, Daniel T. Paster-nack, Timothy T. Pennucci, Michael K. Rahimi, Elizabeth J. Rie, Harry A. Waksberg and Shira Wrightman. 

Mamaroneck Avenue Art Teacher Lynn Rose was awarded a New York State PTA Fellowship of $1,000 for graduate study.  She was recommended for the honor by Principal Gail Epstein and former PTA President Joanne Mannarino.  

In honor of School Board Recognition Week, October 25-29, Jerry Gorski, President of the Teachers Association; Natalie Arone, President of the Civil Service Association; and Joan Kass, representing the Administrators & Supervisors Association, all expressed appreciation to the Board for its concern, commitment and recognition of priorities to help all student reach their full potential.  Mr. Connors thanked the Board as well, on behalf of the Cabinet and himself

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT:  Mr. Connors first spoke about the “Election Connection,” an initiative of Coordinator Lois Gordon and the Social Studies Department, to “bring the democratic process to all of our students” via activities in the classrooms each Friday before the election.

Project Early Read begins this Saturday and Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum & Instruction Margaret Dwyer said that over 100 students are enrolled in this elementary intervention program.  Project Coordinator will again be Terri Klemm, assisted by Cassandra Hyacinthe.  

Mr. Connors reported that the number of students meeting eighth grade State Math standards increased by 16 percentage points from last year.  He said that work continues, for even greater improvement, and the focus of all activities will be on providing teachers with whatever support they need to maximize the potential of all students.  Dr. Dwyer will provide a report to the Board next month.  Board President Donna McLaughlin cautioned that although test scores are important, they do not capture the broader picture of the exciting things going on in the district.

In accordance with regulations of the No Child Left Behind Act, Larry Kilian, Coordinator of Testing, Evaluations and Funded Programs, discussed the proposed use of this $1.7 million in funding for the current year and said public input is welcome.

DONATIONS:  Betsy Steward, President of the Foundation for Public Education in White Plains, presented a gift of $15,000, for the district’s Artist-in-Residence Program.  The group funded this project last year at the Middle School and is now extending it to the High School.  Board President Donna McLaughlin thanked the Foundation for supporting this wonderful program.

Mr. Connors also thanked neighbors Irving Pincus for his donation of computer equipment, and Dorothy and Herbert Bloom, for golf equipment.  He expressed appreciation to parent Penny Gill for the clarinet she donated to Mamaroneck Avenue School.

PERSONNEL:  Resignations for the purpose of retrirement were accepted from two members of the office staff at Rochambeau School.  Charlotte Pucher served the district for 46 years, and Regina Culver, 27 years, in various buildings.  Both will be missed greatly.

Christina Gray, Teaching Assistant at Post Road School, was awarded tenure.

NEW SAT EXAM:  High School Principal Ivan Toper, Director of Guidance Henry Cafaro, and Coordinator of English Language Arts Ron Palladino, all spoke about the changes in the SAT exam, which will go into effect with the March 12th test.  The new PSAT takes effect this Saturday.  The changes better align tests with curriculum and the new writing component will help colleges make better assessments.  The district is making efforts to inform parents and students of the changes via bulletins and meetings.  The High School also offers free prep courses to all students.

TRIPS ABROAD:  The Board approved trips to Spain, Costa Rica and France during the year.  Mr. Connors commended Mrs. Kass for an excellent job of communicating the guidelines to parents, who must sign a waiver accepting the district’s right to cancel a trip at any time for safety reasons. 

