November 8, 2004
IN MEMORIAM:  Superintendent of Schools Timothy Connors asked for a moment of silence to honor three members of the school community who passed away recently.  Timothy Gray was a White Plains High School graduate and Phyllis Messina worked at Rochambeau School for eight years.  Eastview Spanish Teacher Maberliz Castillo was killed in a tragic accident on route to a conference last week. 

Susan Wiener and Joel Chabon, teachers at Eastview, expressed the gratitude of the entire staff for the support and assistance of so many members of the school community during the difficult days following Ms. Castillo’s death.  Teacher Rebecca Peters announced the dedication of a community garden on November 22nd, at 3 P.M., in her memory, as an inspiration to make the world a better place.  Foreign Language Coordinator Joan Kass added that teachers Janet Aiello and Rose Morochnick, both hurt in the accident, are doing well and expect to be released from the hospital shortly.  They and their families asked her to communicate their appreciation for everyone’s concern.  Mr. Connors noted an outpouring of sympathy and support from neighboring districts and the community as well. 
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT:  Mr. Connors commended Assistant Superintendent Joseph Casbarro for the bereavement workshops he organized following the recent tragedies.  Dr. Casbarro said one session was held a few weeks ago at the High School, following the death of a student, and another will take place this Wednesday, for parents.  He said recent events confirmed the value of the district’s crisis and safety team models.  Board President Donna McLaughlin thanked Dr. Casbarro for his leadership.     

Mr. Connors shared the official census and enrollment data as of October 1st  and said elementary schools are down a total of 17 students and average class sizes are very favorable.  Middle School figures have held constant and the High School has about 79 more students.  Total enrollment at this time is 6,861.

Social Studies Coordinator Lois Gordon was commended for the various election-related activities in the schools, leading up to November 2nd.  Meaningful educational experiences took place at all levels.

Mr. Connors also thanked the Shinnyo-En Foundation and the City of White Plains for collaborating to provide an exciting cultural experience for High School students who attended a performance of the Ballet Folklorico de Vera Cruz at the City Center.  According to Coordinator of Fine Arts Teresa Niss, the performance was “exciting, colorful, authentic and enjoyable.”

Mr. Connors mentioned a workshop next week on priorities for the district and strategies to reach our goals.  A talented facilitator, Rob Evans, will lead the program for about 40 participants.

DONATIONS:  Mr. Connors also thanked the White Plains Police Benevolent Association for its donation of $500 to support the DARE Program at George Washington School.

PUBLIC RELATIONS:  The Board appointed the firm of Syntax/Education to assist with public relations for the current school year.  This will include development of a communications program, including newsletters, various brochures, website consultation, and to generally enhance community awareness and support of the district.  The cost of this program will be offset by BOCES aid.

BUSINESS & FINANCE:  After a presentation by the Bennett Kielson Storch DeSantis Division of O’Connor Davies Munns & Dobbins, the Board accepted the independent audit for the 2003-04 fiscal year.  The firm was appointed again as auditors for the current year and the district will entertain proposals from auditing firms for a three-year contract beginning in July, 2005.  Board Member Terry McGuire noted that this is not a reflection on the current firm, but rather a result of today’s climate concerning financial matters.  He hopes the current firm will be among those to offer a proposal.

Together with action taken at this meeting, a total of more than $600,000 has been authorized as refunds in settlement of tax certiorari cases in the current fiscal year. 

Director of Facilities and Operations Michael Lynch  provided public notification of the Annual Visual Building Inspections, the Triennial Asbestos Reinspection and the Fire and Safety Inspections of School Facilities.  Copies of these reports are available for inspection in his office and on the website.

