January 31, 2005 and February 15, 2005 
IN MEMORIAM:  Superintendent of Schools Timothy Connors asked for a moment of silence in memory of Judy Kramer, Social Studies Teacher at White Plains High School for 16 years, and Silas Armstrong, Custodian at Eastview and Rochambeau Schools for 20 years.
RECOGNITION OF INTEL SCIENCE SEMIFINALISTS:  High School Principal Ivan Toper expressed great pride in the accomplishments of the three honorees and said that the Science Research Program, together with the new WISE Program at the school, provide exciting new ways for students to learn.  He introduced Timothy Selg, teacher of the program which has produced 11 Semifinalists in the Intel Science Talent Search in the six years it has qualified for the competition.  Mr. Selg thanked everyone who has provided support, including the parents of the youngsters.  The three students, Anya Brown, Nicholas Hajal and Timothy Pennucci, described their projects.  Each is the recipient of a $1,000 award, with matching amounts given to the High School.
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT:   Mr. Connors reported that a revised Accountability Status Report from the State Education Department found the district in “Good Standing” for the 2004-05 school year.  We have made adequate yearly progress in achievement, using the U.S. Department of Education-approved revised method of assessment.  Mr. Connors said the gains in test results will be discussed by Dr. Larry Kilian, Coordinator of Testing and Evaluation, at an upcoming meeting.
Mr. Connors commented on the incident following last Friday night’s Junior Prom, reported in the press.  High School officials have worked with our Resource Officer to identify students who were at a party with alcohol at a nearby hotel.  The Principal has spoken with the student body and has sent a letter to parents.  The school will take appropriate disciplinary steps within the Code of Conduct.  Mr. Connors said it is unfortunate that the actions of a few reflect on the entire school and community.  The district is working with the Communities That Care organization, the Youth Bureau, and other agencies in the hope that youngsters will understand the serious consequences of drug and alcohol use.
APPOINTMENTS:  Two staff members were appointed to Coordinator positions at the January 31st meeting.  Jody Cole is the new Coordinator of Health and Physical Education, Districtwide, and Nicholas Panaro, has become Coordinator of Athletics.  Mr. Connors said that both are very experienced in their fields and well respected by colleagues.  He expressed confidence that they will be very successful in moving these programs forward.  President Donna McLaughlin added that the Board is always delighted to promote staff members from within the district.
Appointments of teachers and teaching assistants were made for the district’s Mid-Winter Field Studies Enrichment Institutes -- a six-week, Saturday morning program for Grades 4 through 8, in the Humanities, Math/Sciences, Arts and Language.  Marwan Sayegh was named Project Coordinator. Jennifer Stein received a probationary appointment as a Reading Teacher at the High School.      
TENURE:  Three staff members were granted tenure.  Luz Savarese, Special Education Teacher at George Washington School, was presented by Principal Terri Klemm and Assistant Principal Michael Vecchiolla.  They described Ms. Savarese as a warm, caring, child-centered teacher who is an inspiration to many of her colleagues.
Dianne Schwartz, Special Education & Science Teacher at New York Presbyterian Hospital, was introduced by JoAnn Doherty, Director of the Program, and Margaret Doty, Science Coordinator.
They said Ms. Schwartz is a very versatile teacher who engages the most reluctant learners and who is well respected by both hospital and district staff.
Also appointed to tenure was Constance Brannon, Teaching Assistant at George Washington School.
RETIREMENTS:  The Board accepted resignations for the purpose of retirement from Thelma Booker, Teaching Assistant, New York Presbyterian Hospital; Katherine Farren, English Teacher, High School; Frances Grier, Teaching Assistant, High School; Kay Hodge, Elementary Teacher, George Washington School; Lois Holt, Elementary Teacher, Mamaroneck Avenue School; Joseph McAvoy, Physical Education Teacher, High School; Theodore Stock, Mathematics, High School; and Arlene Wagner, Elementary Teacher, Ridgeway, Post Road and Church Street Schools.  Mr. Connors wished them all well in their retirement.
DONATIONS:  Mr. Connors thanked Ms. Viviane Bregman for the art books and other materials she gave to the High School Art Department, and Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Timberg, for computer equipment donated to the Highlands Middle School. 
TAX CERTIORARIS:  The Board approved a refund of over $2.7 million for Westchester One, a large office building, for adjusted assessments for the last four years.  This brings the total amount of refunds approved in the current fiscal year to over $3.4 million.  Funds for these have come from a Tax Certiorari Reserve, which has now been depleted, and from existing bond authorizations.
January 10, 2005
IN MEMORIAM:  Superintendent of Schools Timothy Connors asked for a moment of silence in memory of Barbara Banks, district staff member for 10 years.  Ms. Banks taught Adult Education in the County Penitentiary Progam.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Mr. Connors said that High School seniors have begun receiving early acceptance letters from many prestigious schools, including Stanford, Wesleyan, Tufts, University of Pennsylvania, University of Michigan, among others.  He congratulated the students, their families and teachers, and said we hope to have more good news in the coming weeks.
Assistant Superintendent for Pupil Services Dr. Joseph Casbarro, announced two programs in the schools in the next few weeks.  There will be a panel discussion on Teens, Parents, Drugs and the Law, sponsored by the High School PTA, on January 13th; and another on “Risky Business” -- Adolescent Behavior, sponsored by the Middle School PTA, in the High School Media Center on January 27th at 7 P.M.
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT:   Discussing budget development for next year, Mr. Connors said the Annual Budget Committee is currently being formed and anyone interested in serving should contact the District Clerk. The first meeting is February 2nd, and all are open to the public.
Discussing celebration of religious holidays, Mr. Connors indicated that the district is very considerate of all of our families, although concerns have been raised regarding displays of religious symbols.  He added that there are issues which merit review and he is recommending the formation of a committee to look at the subject.  Because the law is clear on this issue, the district is not required to have a policy on it.
DONATIONS:  Dr. Casbarro expressed appreciation to the Foundation for Public Education in White Plains, which made a donation to the Hospice of Westchester & Putnam, in acknowledgement of their extensive services to the district in connection with the tragedies of the past few months.  The Hospice group provided bereavement workshops and consultations for staff, students and parents and can be reimbursed only through donations. 
The Board accepted three donations to the district:  Parents Catherine and Elias Dagher contributed $2,000 to the Science Discovery Room at Church Street School.  Teacher Albert Laporte’s prize of $1,000 for winning the Foot Locker Challenge in the New York Marathon will be used to purchase graphing calculators for ESOL students at the High School.  Finally, Dan Zimkin, of Dan’s Sports Center Inc., has donated four dozen uniform shorts for the Track Team.  The Board accepted the donations with great appreciation.
TENURE:  Two staff members were granted tenure after presentation of their credentials.  High School Principal Ivan Toper described Pablo Valedon, Physical Education & Health Teacher at the High School, as creative, reliable and concerned about the individual needs of every student.
Presenting Donna Sautner, Social Studies Teacher at the Highlands Campus of the Middle School, Science Coordinator Lois Gordon spoke about Ms. Sautner’s leadership ability and said she brings Social Studies to life for her students. 
PERSONNEL:  The Board accepted resignations for the purpose of retirement from Beatrice Carosella, Office Assistant  at Post Road School; Marel Perez, Custodian at the High School; and Charles Rohs, Custodial Worker at the Middle School-Eastview Campus.  Mr. Connors wished them well in their retirement.
ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES:  The Board heard proposals from two architectural firms, Kaeyer Garment & Davidson, and Fuller & D’Angelo, for a study to identify work to be considered in a long-range facilities plan and to assist us in submitting our 5-year capital improvement plan to the State Education Department.  Both firms have done work in the district in the past and the Board will make its selection in the coming month.  The study would involve health and safety issues, projects necessary due to obsolescence, building improvements, changes to accommodate curriculum initiatives, and sitework -- including playing fields -- to accommodate school and community activities.  The Board will select an architect in the coming month.  The district had invited City Commissioner of Public Works Bud Nicoletti to participate in the discussion and Mr. Connors thanked him for his input.
