
 
        December 12, 2005 

 
 
RECOGNITION:  Assistant Superintendent Joseph Casbarro presented a plaque to Sergeant Howard 
Tribble in recognition of his dedication, commitment and service to the students of White Plains.  
Sergeant Tribble played a key role in the High School as School Resource Officer during the last five 
years, under the auspices of the White Plains Department of Public Safety.  He has received a promotion 
and returned to the Police Department. 
 Superintendent Timothy Connors congratulated Coordinator Joan Kass and the ESOL Staff 
for receiving the Jack and Ina Marash Distinguished Service Award from the White Plains Commission 
on Human Rights.  The award was for contributions to improve the quality of life for residents of White 
Plains and for commitment to the principle that full access to educational opportunity is a fundamental 
human right.  Mr. Connors read a statement from Mrs. Kass, expressing appreciation for everyone’s 
efforts to support newly-arrived students and their families. 
 Athletic Director Nick Panaro introduced the coaches of six fall athletic teams to honor 99 
Scholar-Athletes who achieved 90 or better averages.  Teams represented were:  Women’s Soccer, 
coached by Carlos Mejia; Men’s Cross Country, coached by Fred Singleton, Women’s Cross Country, 
Dan Furry, Coach; Field Hockey, Joan Behrends, Coach; Women’s Tennis, Brian Golden, Coach; 
and Women’s Swimming & Diving, Patty Gilmartin, Coach.  Mr. Panaro congratulated seven athletes 
from the two teams which did not qualify for Scholar-Athlete status, as well as eight Cheerleaders who 
achieved 90 or better but whose sport is not recognized by the State Public High School Athletic 
Association. . 
 Mr. Panaro congratulated the Men’s Soccer Team on an outstanding season, reaching the State 
Semifinals.  Senior Captain David Piedrahita was named New York State Class AA and Region 2 
Player of the Year, Region 2 All-American, and Journal News Player of the Year.  The newspaper also 
named Marcel Galligani Coach of the Year. 

Board Vice President Michelle Trataros attended the Transition Ceremony at the Newcomer 
Center as well as the Annual Football Dinner, and congratulated both groups of students.  Both events 
were very well attended. 
  
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT:  Mr. Connors announced that a documentary is being made on the 
life of the late Jonathan Larson, WPHS Class of ’76, and his musical, “Rent.”  Permission is being 
arranged to use photos from the High School yearbook in the film that SONY will release in the spring.   
 Terrance Schruers, Assistant Superintendent for Business, reported that Moody’s has given the 
district a very positive bond rating of Aa2 in the recent $8 million bond sale.  This money is from 
previous bond authorizations in 1999 and 2004, to pay court-ordered tax certiorari refunds. 
 
DONATIONS:   The Board accepted a donation of art books and periodicals from Martha Schaeffer 

for  
the High School Art Department, and a microwave/convention oven from Rabbi Tom Weiner for Post  
Road School.  Mr. Connors thanked these donors for their generosity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NEW PHYS. ED. REQUIREMENTS:  The Board approved the establishment of new requirements in 
Physical Education at the High School.  Aquatics and Fitness will become required courses which all 
students must pass in order to graduate.  This action responds to such issues as water safety and good 
nutrition in young people.  The changes can be absorbed within the existing budget and space. 
 
YEAR-END AUDIT:  The Board accepted the 2004-05 Audit Report of external auditors Bennett 
Kielson Storch DeSantis Division of O’Connor Davies Munns & Dobbins, LLP.  Members of the Board 
had reviewed this earlier, as had the Board Finance Committee.  The auditors reported that the district is 
in an excellent financial position. 
 
SEQRA REVIEW:  In order to prepare for the possibility of future capital improvement projects, the 
Board approved a resolution to act as Lead Agency in a State Environmental Quality Review.  This State 
requirement does not commit the district to undertake any projects.  The Board had engaged an architect 
to review infrastructure needs as well as space and program issues for the future.  A meeting will be held 
on December 19th to discuss the architects’ report and possible renovations and/or improvements to 
district facilities.  The public is welcome. 
 
SPECIAL EDUCATION REVIEW:  Director of Special Programs and Services Carol Rapport-
Sommer reported on the Special Education Quality Assurance Review which has been conducted 
during the past year.  Team members assisted in the presentation and Ms. Rapport-Sommer said it is a 
remark-  able tribute to the district that the program was cited by the State for only six out of 72 possible 
compliance issues.  The committee also articulated other concerns and recommendations.  Included in 
the next steps are a parent meeting next week to share the report, development of an action plan to 
address issues, monitoring progress of improved outcomes, and continuing the AIS grant projects.   
 
UPCOMING MEETINGS:  December 19: Special Meeting, Education House, 7:30 P.M. 
        Report of Architects 
 January 9:   Regular Meeting, Education House, 7:30 P.M. 
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