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SUPERINTEND
ENT’S REPORT
:  Dr. Clouet thanked 
Mariella Mondelli
 and 
Paula Dalto
 for
     
organizing
 a senior citizen event which included lunch and a performance of “Damn Yankees” at 
     
the
 High School.  Students joined to welcome 100 seniors who enjoyed the afternoon immensely. 
In a presentation on school climate, Principal 
Diana Knight 
along with other Highlands Middle 
     
staff
 spoke about their adaptation of the Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS) pro-
     
gram
.  It aims to implement proactive strategies to support positive student behaviors and address 
     
discipline
 issues.  Students 
are
 rewarded for positive behavior, rather than reprimanded for inap
pro-
     
priate
 behavior.  Evidence shows it is working, with fewer students being sent to Special Duty.
     
At the High School level, 
Richard Logan
, Attendance Liaison, described the Safe Schools 
     Ambassador Program that seeks to improve relationships among students and increase their level 
     
of
 responsibility.  An initial cohort of about 40 students was comprised of student opinion-makers, 
     
one
 of whom, 
Murilo Rosendo
, spoke about the excellent training experience and skills he learned 
     
in
 the process. 
Dr. Clouet asked 
Assistant Superintendent
 
Dr. 
Anne Lillis
 
for a 
report 
from
 the Residency 
     
Committee, which looked at current p
ractices and legal issues.
  Sug
gestions include three proofs of 
     
residency
 rather than two, expansion of internal auditing systems and reaching out to staff and 
     
community
 for information.  The next step is to explore the possibility
 
of a re-registration process at 
     
key
 transition points, beginning with fifth grade.  Another re-registration could be added during the 
     
high
 school years.  A final report will be made at the next Board
 
meeting.
     
B
UDGET
:
  Assistant Superintendent 
Fred Seiler 
reviewed the Instructional Budget, in the 
second 
     
of
 a three-part budget presentation, with a new format which provides much greater detail.  He 
     
spoke
 
of the challenge and philosophy guiding the budget and then presented information on enroll
-
     
ment
 and class size.  Mr. Seiler said the instructional piece shows a decrease from last year and he 
     
reviewed
 curriculum development and supervision, staff development, teaching and supplies, among 
     
other
 topics.  He reminded everyone of the dates on the budget calendar.  
     
PERSONNEL
:  The Board accepted a Memorandum of Agreement with the White Plains Teachers 
     
Association, contingent upon ratification by the Association.
  It extends the contract with the union 
     
to
 June 30, 2012
,
 and provides for a retirement incentive, 
an increase in the contribution to health 
     
insurance
 and 
some 
important 
contract language revision
s
.
The Board accepted resignations for the purpose of retirement from 
Stephanie Brightman
,
 
     Health 
Teacher, High School; 
Patricia Cutaia
, Social Studies Teacher, High School; 
Gail Epstein, 
     
Principal,
 
Mamaroneck Avenue School; 
Robin Grusko
, English Teacher, High School; and 
Diana 
     
Knight
, Principal, Middle School Highlands.
  
Jane Scheinman
 was appointed Interim Administrator, Districtwide, through the end of June.
    
     
     
     
     
     Manhattanville Internship Program - approved
)
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              In additionntendent for Human Resources Lenora Boehlert reported that 
     staffing is almost complete and that she was most pleased to be able to add a part-time teacher of
     Mandarin Chinese at the Middle School-Highlands.


      


     
      BOARD MEMBERS:    Donna McLaughlin, President; Rosemarie Eller, Vice President; Peter
	      Bassano, Sheryl Brady, James Hricay, Charlie Norris, Randy Stein

     

     
     SWEDISH STUDENTS TO VISIT:  Middle School teacher Dorothy Leech provided an update on
     the visit in April of eight students and two teachers from Sweden.  The students will stay with host 
     families, attend classes, and do some sightseeing.  Ms. Leech thanked the Foundation for Public
     Education in White Plains and the Shinnyo-En Foundation for funding this program.

     DONATIONS:  Larry Geiger, President of the Foundation for Public Education in White Plains, 
     Inc., announced the organization’s donation of $9,820 to support six different programs in the schools.  
     The Foundation had previously given the district funds for the Ballroom Dancing program in the
     elementary schools, and its donations now total almost $20,000 this year.  Board President Donna 
     McLaughlin expressed appreciation to the Foundation for helping to make these interesting
     experiences available to the children in our schools.
          	The Board also accepted the donation of a clarinet from staff member Marilyn Nieves for the
     Highlands Middle School’s Music Program.

     UPCOMING MEETINGS:     February 24:   Budget Forum, Centro Hispano, 7:30 P.M.
	   March 3:	     Budget Meeting, High School B-1 Room, 7:30 P.M.
	   March 8:	     Regular Meeting, Education House, 7:30 P.M.
				Presentation of Preliminary Budget 	
	

     Editor:  Michele Schoenfeld
