THE BOARD REPORTS
			          Highlights of the White Plains Board of Education Meeting


 (
                    
                                         
    
                            
August 31, 2009 
       
     
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT
:  
Dr. Clouet
 first provided an update on activity relating to the 
     
Strategic Plan.
  He has held a retreat with a group of staff members, in an effort to begin to gain the
     
understanding
 and commitment of staff, a part of the first strategy.  This will be followed up with 
     
meetings
 and surveys.  For the leadership development component, he met with students who 
     
worked
 in the district during the summer.  In the communications area, Dr. Clouet has been meeting 
     
with
 different community groups, including PTA Council leadership, Rotary, the Library Board and
     
the
 Council of Neighborhood Associations.  The first new TV program on the district has been 
     
produced
 and will air on Channel 77 soon.
In an update on capital projects, Dr. Clouet has toured the buildings and was impressed with 
     
efforts
 to ready the schools.  Assistant Superintendent for Business 
Fred Seiler
 reported that summer 
     
work
 in the buildings has been very productive.  He added that the Church Street window 
porject
     
would
 be held for a later date.  Board Members as well as media representatives will tour Post Road
     
School this week.
  Key inspections are taking place and although some work remains to be done,
     
the
 school will be ready for opening day.   The City’s Police and Fire Departments will be using the
     
original
 building for training before its deconstruction in October.
   
Reporting on Summer School, Dr. Clouet said he observed a very high level of rigor on his 
     
visits
.  
Dr
. 
Margaret 
Dwyer
,
 
Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum, reported that about 1,000 
     
students
 were served and said we are using summer school effectively to pioneer new programs.  
     Data will be analyzed thoroughly and an in-depth report will be provided to the Board.
Preparing for school opening, Dr. Clouet said energetic training is in progress and he is working 
     
on
 his opening presentation to staff on September 8th.  He plans to ride a school bus to Post Road on 
     
the
 first day of school and will visit all the schools within the first two days.
     
PERSONNEL
:  Two administrative appointments were made at the July 20
th
 Special Meeting.  The
     Board created the districtwide position of Coordinator of Athletics & Physical Education and 
     
appointed
 
Raymond (Chip) Salvestrini 
to fill that spot.  He comes to White Plains with eight years 
     
of
 experience in the same position in Danbury, CT.  
Lisa Panaro 
was appointed Interim Coordinator
     
of
 LOTE, moving from her position as French Teacher in the district.
The Board made four probationary appointments in August:  
Mary Resanovich, 
Elementary 
     Education at Church Street School; 
Corinne Cunnington
, LOTE Teacher at the Middle School- 
     Highlands; 
Libardo Valencia
, Math Teacher at the High School; and 
Melissa Rosenblatt
, School
     
Psychologist at the High School.
  In Elementary Education appointments in late July, 
Vanessa Cruz 
     
and
 
Angela Vega 
will join Ridgeway School, and 
Kelly Hartman 
will join Church Street.
          In addition, Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources 
Lenora Boehlert 
reported that 
     
staffing
 is almost complete and that she is very pleased to have recruited a part-time teacher of
     
Mandarin Chinese for the Highlands Middle School.
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              In addition, Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources Lenora Boehlert reported that 
     staffing is almost complete and that she was most pleased to be able to add a part-time teacher of
     Mandarin Chinese at the Middle School-Highlands.


       


     
      BOARD MEMBERS:    Donna McLaughlin, President; Rosemarie Eller, Vice President; Peter
	      Bassano, Sheryl Brady, James Hricay, Charlie Norris, Randy Stein

     
   
     HONORING ART MONK:  The Board agreed to honor alumnus Art Monk, ‘76, National Football
     League and White Plains High School Hall of Famer, by naming the roadway from the school entrance,
     off Bryant Avenue, to the Field House, Art Monk Way.  Mr. Monk has achieved national prominence in 
     his 16-year football career.  He established the Art Monk Scholarship Award 16 years ago and also 
     provides scholarships for White Plains students to attend his camps.  A ceremony will take place at the 
     October 9th football game and Mayor Joseph Delfino will proclaim Art Monk Day.

     DISTRICT SAFETY PLAN:  A Public Hearing on the 2009-10 version of the Safety Plan was held, as
     required by the State .  This was originally developed seven years ago, in response to Project SAVE (Safe 
     Schools Against Violence in Education Act).  Assistant Superintendent for Pupil Services Dr. Anne Lillis
     explained that the policies and procedures outlined form the framework for the district’s Safety Program.
     A districtwide Safety/Emergency Response Team provides support to the Building Level School Safety 
     Teams and the district also has a Safe Schools Task Force which meets four times a year.  The plan pre-
     sented has no substantive changes but does provide clarifications and improves consistency.
	 The plan is available from Dr. Lillis’s office and public comments will be received for the next 30 
     days.  The Board will adopt the plan at its October 19th meeting.
     
     UPCOMING MEETINGS:		September 8:	 Special Meeting, High School, 10 A.M.
		September 14:  Regular Meeting, Education House, 7:30 P.M.
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