August 16, 2004 
MOMENT OF SILENCE:  Superintendent of Schools Timothy Connors asked for a moment of silence in memory of Nancy Chmels Bailey, a former Assistant Principal at Church Street School.

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT:  Mr. Connors asked Dr. Lenora Boehlert, Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources, to provide an update on staffing.  She reported that the teaching staff is complete and a few administrative positions remain to be filled.  Mr. Connors and Board members thanked the Human Resources staff and others who contributed toward these efforts.  Board Vice President Michelle Trataros commented that the district remains above the norm in Westchester County in hiring diverse candidate

Mr. Connors mentioned that State Aid figures show that the district will receive $106,000 more than originally expected.  He thanked local legislators for their role in obtaining this funding and said the increase is due partially to the full-day kindergarten program which will be implemented this fall.

ADMINISTRATIVE APPOINTMENTS:  Dr. Margaret Dwyer, former Director of the Newcomer Center, was appointed Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum & Instruction.  Mr. Connors said Dr. Dwyer has proven herself to be an outstanding leader, a visionary and an advocate for all students.  Her primary task will be to focus efforts on instruction in order to improve student achievement.

Ivan Toper was appointed Principal of White Plains High School and comes to the district with many years of experience in high school administration.  Mr. Connors is excited about this appointment and believes Mr. Toper will bring strong leadership and excellent communication skills to the school.

Assuming the position of Director of Special Programs & Services will be Carol Rapport-Sommer.  She was described by Assistant Superintendent for Pupil Services Dr. Joseph Casbarro as having very varied experience and excellent interpersonal skills, with great sensitivity to the special population she serves.

Christina Morzello was appointed to the part-time position of Program Supervisor in the Adult Basic Education Program.  She has served the district for many years and Mr. Connors said she has become a valuable asset to this important program.

PERSONNEL:  Nine probationary teachers were added to the staff for school opening:  Joan Cruz will teach Kindergarten at Church Street School; Stephanie Paleo will be a School Psychologist at George Washington; Julio Vazquez will teach fifth grade at Mamaroneck Avenue; and Pamela Angwin will teach Special Education at Ridgeway.  At the Community School, Goutam Mandal will teach Mathematics and Science, and Pedro Rivera will teach ESOL and ELA.  Three teachers were appointed at the Middle School-Highlands:  Margaret Doherty, to teach Math; Carleen Gilot, Italian; and Janet Pulcini, Special Education.

DONATIONS:  The Board accepted a donation of $3,000 from the White Plains Youth Bureau as a grant to Project Early Read, and 100 student desks from Congregation Kol Ami, for the Middle and Community Schools.

OTHER BUSINESS:  In conformance with Project SAVE legislation, the Board is required to review the district’s Code of Conduct annually.  Dr. Casbarro informed the Board of the staff consensus that the code has served the district well and does not require revision at this time.  Dr. Casbarro expressed pride that there are five positive principles which govern the code’s implementation and serve as the basis for all disciplinary actions.  All parents receive a summary each year, available in both English and Spanish, and the full version appears on the district’s website.  

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  Jonathan Rodney expressed concerns about the passing grade of 55, particu-larly on the Math Regents.  He feels standards have been lowered and that students are permitted to graduate with a limited knowledge of the subject.

Ron Jackson spoke about the Juneteenth Celebration, which will have the first African American parade in White Plains.  He also mentioned the loss of Jerome Robinson, who made an important contribution to the welfare of the youth of White Plains.

