April 11, 2005
MOMENT OF SILENCE:  Superintendent of Schools Timothy Connors asked for a moment of silence in memory of Selma Meltzer, a Reading Teacher in the district for 28 years until her retirement in 1986.

EVENTS:  Board members commented on recent activities:  Vice President Michelle Trataros congratulated the Foundation for Public Education for a wonderful “Swingin’ Sunday” event last night, and the Ridgeway PTA for its spectacular Annual Fashion Show, last week.  Peter Bassano praised Middle School students and parents for their great production of “Into the Woods.”   Terry McGuire mentioned the citywide Juneteenth Celebration to be held on June 11th; and President Donna McLaughlin accompanied many White Plains students and the Middies Swim Team to North Carolina, where they won their 20th National Championship.

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT:   Reporting on the architects’ project, Mr. Connors said the firm of Kaeyer, Garment & Davidson is beginning its work to comply with the State Education Department requirement regarding a study of building conditions.  The architects will also help the district assess facilities and develop a long-range plan.  Assistant Superintendent for Business Terry Schruers presented a schedule for visits to all the buildings.  Findings will be shared with staff in each school.

Mr. Connors and Mr. Schruers will be making presentations on the 2005-06 budget to PTAs, community and neighborhood organizations, and on various cable TV programs, in preparation for the May 17th vote.  A public hearing will take place on May 9th.  With the figures at a 7.61% budget increase and a 9.36% tax increase, Mr. Connors said these are in the lower quartiles in comparison with other districts in the County. 

In an update on efforts to prevent student use of alcohol and drugs, Assistant Superintendent for Pupil Services Dr. Joseph Casbarro spoke about an application for a $1.5 million grant over three years, to fund Student Assistance Counselors.  Other initiatives are being developed to create awareness before prom season, and upcoming student and parent programs at the High School were mentioned.

On the subject of changes in testing, it was reported that the second grade Stanford Achievement Test will be eliminated, in the belief that other means of assessment are in place.  Also, in accordance with requirements of the No Child Left Behind Act, grades 3-8 will take ELA tests in January and Math tests in March.  Information on this will be shared with PTAs and sent home to parents.

PERSONNEL:  The Board accepted the resignation of Post Road School Principal Fred Smith, effective June 30th, to take a position in another district.  Mr. Connors thanked Dr. Smith for his leadership and said great progress has been made at the school.  Dr. Smith thanked everyone for their support and said he will treasure his experience here.    

Resignations for the purpose of retirement were accepted from Janet Bertrand, Office Assistant II, Student Information Center; Joe Brown, Custodial Worker, George Washington School; Yvonne Brown, Teaching Assistant, Middle School-Highlands; and Robin Koraca, School Office Manager, on assignment to the Special Education Department.  Best wishes were extended to these retirees.

Howard Haughton, Teaching Assistant at Ridgeway School, was awarded tenure.

 

