THE BOARD REPORTS




          Highlights of the White Plains Board of Education Meeting



 BOARD MEMBERS:
Donna McLaughlin, President; Michelle Trataros, Vice President; Peter     

                                  
Bassano; Rosemarie Eller; Terry McGuire; William M. Pollak; Rick Tompkins

    SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT:  Mr. Connors congratulated High School Science Teacher Akiva 

    Friedman  who has been awarded a Summer Research Fellowship in the program for Secondary School 

    Science Teachers at Columbia University’s College of Physicians and Surgeons.  Mr. Friedman said he 
    is pleased to be able to continue his research in Biology over the next two summers.

Mr. Connors asked for an update on staffing from Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources 
    Dr. Lenora Boehlert.  She reported that the process for staffing two additional administrative positions 
    is almost complete, and she expects that almost all positions will be filled by early July.

Dr. Margaret Dwyer, Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum & Instruction, reported on the 

    Curriculum focus at the Middle School and summarized a letter going out to those parents, spelling out
    the mapping of curriculum in the various subject areas and the continuation of efforts going forward.

Mr. Connors congratulated all five elementary schools and the Middle School for being recognized
    by the State for last year’s test scores which show a closing of the achievement gap.  He hopes this 
    year’s results show continued progress.

    BONDS ISSUED:  The Board approved authorization of an additional $8 million in bonds for tax 

    certiorari refunds.  Assistant Superintendent for Business Terry Schruers explained that this will fund 

    court-ordered settlements regarding challenges in assessments.  Significant refunds are expected to be 

    ordered over the next year or two and the bonds will be issued as needed, with the first issue in the fall.        

    Tax certiorari refunds during the current fiscal year totaled over $7.8 million.
    OTHER BUSINESS:  The Board approved an increase of twenty-five cents in the cost of student 

    lunches, bringing it to $2.00, and proportionate raises in a la carte prices.  The breakfast price remains 
    at $1.00.  Prices are consistent with those in other districts and will permit the program to be self-  

    sustaining.

Adult Education Course fees were raised slightly, from 5-12%, varying with enrollment and 
    instructional costs.
    UPCOMING MEETINGS:
  June 26:
Special Meeting, Education House, 7 P.M.





  July 6
:
Organization & Regular Meetings, Education House, 7:30 P.M.
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 MOMENT OF SILENCE:  Superintendent of Schools Timothy Connors requested a moment of 


 silence in memory of Margaret Giamburro, Account Clerk in the Food Services Program, who was 


 with the district for 22 years.





    RECOGNITION:  Twenty-five year and retiring staff members were recognized for their dedication


    and service to the schools.  Mr. Connors and Board President Donna McLaughlin presented certi-


    ficates to the following:


 	Twenty-five year staff members:  JoAnn Emerson, Mary Jane Hoag, Lidia Lyman, Carol


    Mahaffey, William McGuinn, Nancy Murphy, Joseph Parker, Catherine Rago, Susan Zicca.


	Retirees:  Demaree Barnes, Joseph Casbarro, Judith Chertock-Lowry, Nancy Chiariello,


    Neila Gabel, Bebe Greco, Dave Hall, Joan Hamilton, Francine Holzer, Margaret Kleiber, 


    Sabina Mioli, Mary Kathryn Peeples, Ruth Rainey, Edwin Rose, Jane Scheinman, Terry 


    Schruers, Robert Smith, Ernest Thigpen, Gail Tolchin, Candyce Troyer, Marsha Trust, Penny


    Ventura and Judy Waterman.





    ADMINISTRATIVE APPOINTMENTS:  The Board appointed Anne Lillis as Assistant Superinten-


    dent for Pupil Services, to replace Dr. Joseph Casbarro.  Ms. Lillis comes to the district from 


    Tarrytown and was an outstanding candidate in a large pool of qualified applicants.  She said she 


    looks forward to coming to White Plains. 


    	Suzanne Lasser was appointed Director of the Newcomer Center and Coordinator of ESOL 


    K-5.  Ms. Lasser has been Acting Director this past year and quickly earned the respect of her 


    peers, students and parents.


	At the May 30th Special Meeting, Fred Seiler was appointed Assistant Superintendent for 


    Business, to replace Terry Schruers.  Mr. Seiler who currently holds the same position in Spencer-  


    port, New York, will join the district in September. 





    TENURE GRANTED:  The Board granted tenure to Gail Epstein, Principal of Mamaroneck Avenue


    School, and Evette Avila, Principal of Ridgeway School.


	Nine Teaching Assistants were also granted tenure:  Carlos Agudelo, Carl Byrd and Kristen 


    Heinrich at the Community School; Sonia Cipriano, Church Street School; Michelle DiPilato,


    Mamaroneck Avenue School; Blanca Galindo and Rhoda Havis at George Washington School;


    Jeanne-Marie Shea at the High School; and Angela Stenson at Ridgeway School.


At the May 17th Special Meeting, the Board granted tenure to 35 members of the teaching staff.





    DONATIONS:  The Board gratefully accepted the following donations:  $500 from Cisco Systems


    Foundation for Post Road School’s 2007 Fourth Grade Nature’s Classroom Trip; Mineral Speci-   


    mens from Vincent Sampugnaro for Earth Science classes at the Middle School-Highlands; 


    computer monitors from Kaeyer Garment & Davidson Architects for use districtwide; and the


 establishment of the Elise & Paul Kenneth Bronzo Scholar/Athlete Award for a graduating senior.











