        October 11, 2005

CONGRATULATIONS!  Superintendent of Schools Timothy Connors announced the students recognized in the 2006 National Merit Scholarship Program.  Sarah Wolf is a Semifinalist and Commended Students are:  Dylan Cashman, Zachary Drillings, Malgorzata Gorczyca, Robert Maccarone, Arianna Markel and Soumya Sanyal.  

Mr. Connors noted that the new district newsletter received an Award of Merit from the New 

York School Public Relations Association.  He thanked Board President Donna McLaughlin and Michele Schoenfeld, who worked with Syntax Communication to earn this award.  

In honor of School Board Recognition Week, October 24-28, Teresa Niss, President of the Administrators and Supervisors Association, and Jerry Gorski, President of the White Plains Teachers Association, expressed appreciation to Board members for their hard work, dedication and commitment. 
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT:  Mr. Connors provided preliminary enrollment figures, with elemen-tary and middle schools remaining constant while the High School is showing an increase, as expected.  The total enrollment is now at 6,988 students, and very close to projections.

High School Principal Ivan Toper reported on an exciting innovation in testing, to take place tomorrow.  The district will cover the cost of the PSAT exam for all sophomores and juniors.  A practice form of the exam will be administered to freshmen, and seniors will have a College Awareness Day program on the same day.  Mr. Toper thanked the Board for its support.
ARCHITECTS’ REPORT:  Russ Davidson and Eric Kaeyer presented preliminary proposals, after a “physical exam” of the district’s one million square feet of space.  The State Education Department requires a building condition survey every five years, plus the filing of a five-year plan.   The architects reviewed proposals for all the buildings, plus upgrades of the fields at the High School, Highlands and Eastview.  The most extensive project would be at Post Road School - a 100-year-old facility -- to upgrade and add space.  Alternatives there are either renovation or new construction.  

The budget summary adds up to a possible $85-95 million, of which almost half is for infra- structure costs.  These are mostly health and safety issues at the older buildings and Mr. Davidson noted that they are not a reflection of poor maintenance, but of age.  
The next step will be to prioritize the projects, place some of them within a five-year plan, and consider a bond referendum for other projects.  The Board Finance Committee will hold a planning session and then workshops and meetings with staff and the community will take place.

Mr. Connors and Mrs. McLaughlin thanked Mayor Joseph Delfino and members of the City administration, the district’s Annual Budget Committee, the High School Athletic Fund group, and others for attending this session.
PERSONNEL:  Tenure was granted to two Middle School Elementary Education Teachers:  John Hughes, at the Eastview Campus, and Colleen Brady-Torres, at Highlands.  At a Special Meeting on September 26th, Teaching Assistants LaKisha Johnson, at the Eastview Campus, and Brandon Mindingall, at the Highlands Campus of the Middle School were also awarded tenure.  

PERSONNEL (Continued):  Custodial Worker Ernest Thigpen has announced his retirement from Rochambeau School, after 22 years with the district.

Victoria Kolndreu received a probationary appointment as an ESOL Teacher at Mamaroneck Avenue School, and on September 26th, Susan Anastacio received a probationary appointment as an Elementary Education Teacher (Grade 6 ELA), at the Middle School-Eastview campus.
DONATIONS:  Mrs. McLaughlin thanked five members of the community for their generous donations to the schools.  The Exxon Mobil Educational Alliance Program, through Sahmi Qawasmi of the White Plains Service Station, gave $500 to support Mamaroneck Avenue School’s Literacy Program.  Resident Alan Goldberg has established a Scholarship Fund in the amount of $5,000, for three White Plains High School Seniors.  Matthew Fiorillo of Ballard-Durand Funeral Home gave computer equipment to the district.  Resident Kenneth Sanger donated photography equipment and teacher Joan Conca, a printing press, both to the High School Art Department.

POLICY ON HOLIDAY DISPLAYS:  The Board reviewed a proposed policy, developed after dis-cussion with parents, staff and counsel, in an effort to foster mutual understanding and respect among students for the varied beliefs and customs within the community.  It calls for displays to be part of a larger configuration, representing the diversity of customs and holidays, in an educational setting.  Each display must contain an objective, written explanation of its significance in the cultural and historical aspect of the holiday.  As is the Board’s practice, this policy will be on the agenda a month after this first reading, to either be acted upon, amended, or tabled.  

Several parents expressed gratitude to the Board and administration for addressing this important issue, but mentioned some concerns.  The community might need more time to consider the proposal and make suggestions, and there were questions about how to regulate the selection, placement and timing of such displays, among other issues, and how detailed the policy should be.

TAX CERTIORARI SETTLEMENT:  Acting on the recommendation of counsel, the Board approved tax certiorari settlements for Brook Hills, Heritage Towers and Crystal Towers condominiums, for total refunds of over $773,000.  The city had previously approved these settlements.  

BOARD DISCUSSION:  The Superintendent’s goals for 2005-06 were discussed at the September 26th meeting and include improving the use of data in the decision-making process, development of a Capital Improvement Plan, implementation of the New York State Grade 3-8 Testing Program, and development of a policy for the periodic review of programs, among others.  Board members would like to see long-term and short-term district plans, in connection with school plans to reduce the achievement gap; and a timeline for evaluation of programs, to help determine appropriate funding.

UPCOMING MEETINGS: 
October 24:
Special Meeting, High School, B-1 Room, 7:30 P.M.
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November 14:  
Regular Meeting, Education House, 7:30 P.M.
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