        September 12, 2005

MOMENT OF SILENCE:  Superintendent Timothy Connors asked for a moment of silence in memory of Helen Bertrand, a Food Service Worker at the High School a number of years ago.  In addition, Assistant Superintendent for Pupil Services Joseph Casbarro shared a statement read in the schools today, honoring those affected by September 11, 2001, and by the recent flooding in New Orleans and surrounding areas.
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT:  Mr. Connors said school opening went very smoothly and the Transportation Office reported the best start in many years.  He added that the Mayor has announced that six families affected by flooding in the Gulf states will be coming to White Plains.  Mr. Connors thanked all those who have offered their support and assistance to these families and said we will welcome their children into our schools.
HALL OF FAME:  High School Principal Ivan Toper announced the names of four alumni who will be inducted into the White Plains High School Hall of Fame, which is celebrating its 10th year.  Inductees are:  Frank X. Briante, ’24 (posthumous), 10-year member of the Board of Education and long-time civic leader; Lenore Janis, ’51, Founder and President of Professional Women in Construction and advocate for women in construction trades; William Brown, Jr., ’54, businessman and former White Plains Common Council member; and Dr. Robert C. Della Rocca, ’58, ophthalmic surgeon renowned for his teaching and humanitarian service throughout the world.  Board President Donna McLaughlin thanked the Hall of Fame Committee for its work and invited everyone to attend the induction ceremony on November 15th in the High School Media Center.
DONATION:  Betsy Steward, President of the Foundation for Public Education in White Plains, presented the group’s donation for the 2005-06 school year:  a total of $25,000, to be divided among the schools, to continue and expand the Artist-In-Residence Program initiated by the Foundation last year.  Mrs. McLaughlin accepted the donation with great appreciation for the work of the Foundation.  She added that the students benefit greatly from their experiences with these artists.
FULBRIGHT EXCHANGE:  :  Joan Kass, Coordinator of Foreign Languages, introduced Fulbright Exchange Teacher Antoine Seck, who has come to the district from Senegal to teach French this year at the Eastview Campus of the Middle School.  Mrs. Kass thanked Eastview teacher Rebecca Peters who initiated the process by applying for the exchange and is now teaching English in Senegal.  Eastview Principal Joseph Cloherty said Mr. Seck will also serve as a resource to the entire district.  

Mr. Seck, who teaches English in Senegal, expressed his thanks to the entire community for its warm welcome.
PERSONNEL:  Six new staff members were appointed to probationary positions since July:  Loretta Bellom, ESOL Teacher at the Middle School-Highlands; Shari Bierly, Learning Facilitator, George Washington School; Thomas Solimine, Special Education Teacher, Ridgeway; Stephen Stavola, Social Studies Teacher, Middle School-Highlands; Susan Epstein Sweeney, Mathematics Teacher, High School; and Rachel Vincent, Science Teacher, Middle School-Highlands.


David Cabrera is returning to his former position as Assistant Principal at the Highlands Campus of the Middle School.  Mr. Connors said Mr. Cabrera did a fine job last year as Director of the Newcomer Center.  

Retiree Andrew Morzello will return to the district as Acting Assistant Principal at Eastview, to fill a vacated position until a permanent replacement is found.  Mr. Connors said Mr. Morzello has broad experience and will be a great asset.

Several staff members have announced their retirement from the district:  Doris Guest, Office Assistant at the New York Presbyterian Hospital Program; Mary Kathryn Peeples, Teaching Assistant, Middle School-Highlands; and Piraraylal Ramkissoon, Custodial Worker, Middle School-Highlands.  The Board wished them good luck in retirement.
BOARD DISCUSSION:  Reviewing the status of the district’s Regents passing grade requirements, Mr. Connors discussed the State’s recommendation to phase in the 65 passing grade.  Board members are considering the information provided and, after their questions are answered and further review, they will make a decision on local requirements.


Dr. Lawrence Kilian, Coordinator of Testing, Evaluation and Funded Programs, presented activities proposed for the current school year under the No Child Left Behind Act.  Districts are required to announce plans for this use of federal funding and also to notify the parents involved at the school level.

UPCOMING MEETINGS: 
September 26:
Special Meeting, Education House, 7:30 P.M.





Architects’ Report

October 11:  
Regular Meeting, Education House, 7:30 P.M.

.
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