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It's been a busy time for 

the PTA at White Plains 

High School!  

 

We kicked off the year with a 

"Meet & Greet" meeting in 

September, with our Interim 

Principal, Diana Knight, and 

members of the WPHS ad-

ministration and guidance 

teams. Ms. Paula Dalto spoke 

about all of the clubs and pro-

grams available for students 

at the High School. The li-

brarians from WPHS and the 

WP Public Library were also 

on hand to inform about all 

the resources available to help 

our children succeed.  

 

 

Our October meeting program 

was òGuidance Nightó pre-

sented by Lesley Tompkins 

and members of the Guidance 

Department.  We started the 

evening with quick presenta-

tions from Ms. Paula Santo -

Donato, whose peer education 

programs address relation-

ships, pregnancy - and dropout

-prevention.  Elaine London 

spoke about the schoolõs Com-

munity Service program. Ms. 

Tompkins then informed par-

ents of the Guidance Depart-

mentõs website where a sched-

ule of college visits can be 

found in the monthly Guid-

ance Bulletin, along with 

many other resources.  Parents 

then broke into smaller groups 

by grade level to discuss ques-

tions pertinent to that year  of 

school. We thank Ms. Tomp-

kins and the members of the 

Guidance Department for 

providing  an informative 

evening!  

 

 

The Westchester -East Put-

nam PTA hosted a meeting 

regarding the effect of Gover-

nor Cuomoõs 2% tax cap on 

local school districts. The 

consensus was that this is 

not good for schools and we 

need to make efforts to sup-

port our school budget and 

request mandate relief from 

Albany. Look for more de-

tailed information to follow.  

 

 

In November, the PTA 

screened the movie òRace to 

Nowhereó which addresses 

the stresses that our children 

experience in our achieve-

ment-driven society.  We had 

a panel of faculty and admin-

istrators respond to the 

movie and answer questions 

after the screening.  

 

 

The High School tours also 

took place during the month 

for prospective incoming stu-

dents.  We wish those stu-

dents luck in their choices, 

and look forward to meeting 

them in the coming year.  

 

 

We expect Turkey Bowl to 

be a very exciting event again 

this year, as White Plains 

hosts Stepinac.  The PTA will 

run Snack Bar, with lots of 

tasty treats and sell Spirit 

Wear, and we thank all the 

volunteers who always help 

make this Thanksgiving 

event such a success! 

 

 

The holidays are upon us and 

the Craft Fair is Saturday, 

December 10, 10am - 4pm. 

Come do some holiday shop-

ping! Remember that all pro-

ceeds support the PTA Sen-

ior Recognition Fund. Please 

come spend some of the day 

shopping, enjoy listening to 

the Songwriters Club and 

other WPHS musical groups, 

and grab a bite to eat too!  

 

 

On Jan. 12th, our PTA 

Meeting will be PEACE 

OUTside Campus with 

Kathleen Bonistall. The 

Lindsey M. Bonistall Foun-

dation, is dedicated to pro-

moting peaceful and safe 

living environments in off -

campus college communities 

nationwide. Their goal is to 

empower students and their 

families to be more proactive 

in safeguarding themselves 

against those who perpetuate 

crime and violence. Rather 

than creating a culture of 

fear, they strive to reinforce a 

Contõd on page 8 

Available on the WPHS PTA webpage http://www.whiteplainspublicschools.org/domain/184 
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As a result of receiving an excellent score 
last Spring in the NYSSMA Solo and En-
semble festival, the following WPHS stu-
dents have been selected to participate in 
the Area All-State Festi-
val and Concert. The 
festival performance 
was on November 3 at 
8:00 pm in the SUNY 
Purchase Performing 
Arts Center Concert Hall. Congratulations 
to all of the students and teachers: 
 
Area All-State Band: Travis Petre, Olivia 
Bellantoni, Clair Cangialosi 
 

Area All-State Mixed Chorus:  
Sarah Levine, Isabelle DeLisi, Ayan  
Waite, Austin Bogart, James Sorrow,  
Klara Gribetz, Rodolfo Garay,  
Alexandra Imbrosci, Alecia Spitz,  
 

Area All-State Womenôs Chorus: 
Emily Brotman, Stephanie Sheehan, Selina 
Thompson, Sebastianne Kent, Katrina 
Papp, Daniela Poppe 

 

Area All-State Orchestra:  
Shaina Brady, Megha Swamy, Erin 
Andreassi, Kodi Carlson, Yuka 
Saijo, Christine Mann,  
Alex Cignarella, Lauren Gamiel, 

Caroline Blaney, Bobby Durante, Andres 
Cortes, Jens Sannerud, Annie Oddo 
 

Congratulations to the following WPHS 
students who have been selected from 
thousands across New York to participate 
in one of the ensembles at the New York 
State School Music Associationôs All-State 
Conference in Rochester from December 1
-4. They qualified by participating in the 
NYSSMA solo/ensemble festival last spring 
where they each performed a solo at the high-
est level of difficulty (level VI All-State), and 

scored at the highest possible level within 
their instrument group or voice part. This is 
the most prestigious honor a music student 
can receive in the state of New York! 
 

Shaina Brady Violin String Orchestra 
Lauren Gamiel Double Bass Symphony 
Orchestra 
Klara Gribetz Alto Womenôs Chorus 
Jens Sannerud French Horn Symphonic 
Band  
 

Congratulations to Travis Petre for 
being selected to participate in the 
NYSSMA Young Composers Honors 
Concert. Travis was selected from hun-
dreds of entries to have a piece that he 
composed performed at the concert. In 
addition, Travis will attend the NYSSMA All-
State Conference in Rochester from De-
cember 1-4 where he will participate in the 
NYSSMA Young Composers Seminar. The 
seminar will include composition coaching 
workshops and master classes with a re-
nowned composer-in-residence.  
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 Message From Gary West, Coordinator of Fine Arts  
NYSSMA Students Are Selected For Area & All ðState  



dents and their English teacher, Mrs. 
Müller-Wieland to WPHS.   The students 

and their hosts were thrilled to hear our 
orchestra play and Mr. Eckfeld, conduc-
tor, spoke to them in German.  Dr. Allen 
took pictures of them receiving shirts 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¦{! ŀƴŘ DŜǊƳŀƴȅέ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 
a reception in the Media Center.  I am 
sure these students will remember this 
trip far beyond this year.   
 
Also, for the first time in many years, we 
had the pleasure of hosting French Ex-
change students. They arrived on Octo-
ber 23 and departed on November 1.  

During that time they shadowed their host 
student and a few other students studying 
French.  
 
Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ 5ƛǎπ
missal Drill on October 13, we conducted 
our first full evacuation drill on Friday, Octo-
ber 21 as part of our safety plan.  All stu-
dents and staff were evacuated to the 
Loucks Field.  
 

Upcoming Events 
 

November  
4, 10, 18 & 28 ς      Parent Tours begin  
17 ς    Fall Athletic Awards Ceremony 
17- 19 ς    Cŀƭƭ tƭŀȅ ά{ŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ hƴŜ !Ŏǘ tƭŀȅǎέ 
23 ς   Homecoming 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

It is hard to believe 
that we are already 
two months into the 
new school year and 
that the holidays are 
right around the cor-
ner.  White Plains High 
School has been very 
busy with lots of activi-
ties including our 
Open House on Octo-
ber 6, which was well 
attended.  
 
After attending two meetings with Dr. 
Clouet, the GO officers and the Safe School 
Ambassadors, we have decided to invite a 
motivational speaker, Dr. Michael Fowlin, to 
speak to grades 9- 12 on December 22 re-
garding suicide prevention, cyber bullying/
harassment, the use of Facebook and toler-
ance.   The GO students, Safe School Ambas-
sadors and their advisors will plan the day to 
include some pre/post activities at their lead-
ership retreat in November.    
 

On Monday, October 17, Mrs. Nancy Snell, 
German Club Advisor; Mrs. Lisa Panaro, LOTE 
coordinator; Mr. Bill Eckfeld and his Honor 
Orchestra, and Dr. Kitty Allen, Media Special-
ist welcomed our German Exchange stu-

28 ς  Extended Day Program Begins * 
 
December 
13 ς  Winter Concert I 
14 ς  College Financial Aid Program 
15 ς  Winter Concert II 
20 ς         Financial Aid Wkshp. @ Slater Center 
 
January 
4 ς  Honors Program Presentation 
 SNOWDATE 1/26/12 
19 ς     Financial Aid Wrkshp. @ Centro Hispano 

24-27 ς  Regents and Mid Term Exams 
 
February 
3- 5 ς      I{ aǳǎƛŎŀƭ ά¢ƘŜ {ƻǳƴŘ ƻŦ aǳǎƛŎέ 
 
Please join us at one of the upcoming high 
school events and I look forward to seeing 
you at the next PTA meeting. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Diana Knight 
Interim Principal   
 
* White Plains High Schoolôs Extended Day Program 
will begin on November 28th. The program will run 
from 3ð4:30pm, offering classes in ESOL, Global 
History, US History, Chemistry, Living Environment, 
and an Algebra workshop. 
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A Message From The Principal  

  

Un Mensaje de la Principal                         

dores de la Escuela Segura 
(Safe School Ambassadors) nosotros 
hemos decidido invitar a un Orador Moti-
vador, Dr. Michael Fowlin, para hablar 
con los estudiantes de los grados 9 a 12 
el 22 de diciembre sobre prevención del 
suicidio, acoso cibernético, el uso de 
Facebook y la tolerancia.   Los estudian-
tes del GO, los Safe School Ambassa-
dors y sus Consejeros planearán el día 
en su retiro de liderazgo en noviembre, 
para incluir algunas actividades antes y 

Estimados padres y representantes: 

Es difícil creer que ya han pasado dos 
meses del nuevo año escolar y que los 
días de fiesta están a la vuelta de la esqui-
na.  En el White Plains High School hemos 
estado muy ocupados con muchas activi-
dades incluyendo nuestro Open House el 
6 de octubre, el cual fue muy bien atendi-

do. 

Después de atender dos reuniones con Dr. 
Clouet, los oficiales del GO y los Embaja-

después de la conferencia.    
 
El lunes 17 de octubre, la Sra, Nancy 
Snell, German Club Advisor; la Sra. Lisa 
Panaro, coordinadora de LOTE; el Sr. Bill 
Eckfeld y su Honor Orchestra, y la Dra. 
Kitty Allen, Media Specialist le dieron la 
bienvenida al grupo de  estudiantes del 
intercambio alemán y su maestro de inglés 
la Sra. Müller-Wielan.   Los estudiantes y 
las familias donde se hospedan estaban 
encantados al escuchar nuestra orquesta 

Contõd on page 6 



Estimadas Familias del WPHS, 
 

Espero que cada uno de ustedes y de sus 
niños en el High School encuentren que 
este es un año retante y gratificante.  
Como padre que guió a tres niños a 
través del High School, como ex-profesor 
de High School y como ex-Principal de 
High School, sé, que tan emocionante y 
alternadamente, tormentoso, puede ser 
algunas veces.    

Todo sale bien.  Créanme. 

 

Somos afortunados de tener una escuela vigorosa 
con mucho por hacer.  Cursos retantes, profesores 
excelentes y abnegados, clubs de todos los 
sabores, un programa atlético sólido y, por su-
puesto, nuestros excelentes estudiantes, combinan 
para hacer del clima escolar uno burbujeante de 

vitalidad. 

 

Pero, usted yá sabe todo eso.  Y mientras que hay 
la turbulencia y el tumulto ocasional, tenemos una 
fuerte infraestructura de personal para ayudar a 

sobrepasar las cosas. 

 

El tema nacional del uso y abuso del medio de 
difusión social es una preocupación en aumento, 
inclusive aquí en White Plains.  Ya sea el hostiga-
miento cibernético/cyber bullying o la publicación 

de rumores mal-intencionados/mean-spirited o la 
divulgaciión de falsedades/mentiras, es importante 
que ï los padres y los educadores inicien un diálogo 
contínuo con nuestros niños sobre el significado de la 
privacidad, dignidad personal, juegos justos é incluso 
la modestia en este nuevo círculo de difusión social.  
Hé estado trabajando conjuntamente con Ms. Knight 
y con un grupo de estudiantes muy considerados y 
perpicaces sobre estos temas.  Tenemos planes a 
futuro para acciones en la escuela, como el tener a 
estudiantes de high school sirviendo como tutores 
para estudiantes de la escuela media y talleres para 

padres. 

 

En estos tiempos de incertidumbre económica 
global, yo sé que todos queremos aprovechar la 
época para verdaderamente disfrutar nuestra fiesta 
de Acción de Gracias/Thanksgiving con la familia y 
los amigos. Con familias reuniéndose, chicos de 
regreso en la ciudad de sus colleges, un poco de 
fútbol y algunos pies de sweet potato ï estos son 
aún más felices, dados los desacuerdos y conflictos 

que caracterizan mucho al mundo. 

 

(Clase de Graduados/Seniors ï No se olviden de 
continuar trabajando en sus composiciones/essays 

y aplicaciones para colleges/universidades!) 

 

Que estén bien!  

Chris Clouet 
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Dear WPHS Families, 

I hope that each of you and your chil-
dren at the High School are finding this 
to be a challenging and rewarding year. 
As a parent who guided three children 
through High 
School, a former 
High School teacher, 
and a former High 
School Principal I 
know how exciting 
and alternately, ex-
cruciating, it can be 
at times. 

It does all work out. 
Believe me. 

We are fortunate that we have a vibrant 
school with so much to do. Challenging 
courses, excellent, caring teachers, 
clubs of every flavor, a solid athletic 
program and, of course, our remarkable 

students, combine to make a 
school climate bubbling with 
vitality. 

But, you already know all of 
that. And while there is the oc-
casional turbulence and tumult, 
we have a strong infrastructure 
of staff to help sort things out. 

The national issue of the use and abuse 
of social media is a growing concern, 
including here in White Plains. Whether 
cyber bullying, or posting of mean-spirited 
rumors, or spreading untruths, it is impor-
tant that we ï parents and educators en-
ter into an on-going dialog with our chil-
dren among the meaning of privacy, per-
sonal dignity, fair play and even modesty 
in this new media environment. I have 
been working, along with Ms. Knight, with 
a very thoughtful and insightful group of 
students on these issues. Plans for ac-
tions in school such as high school stu-

dents mentoring middle-
schoolers and work-
shops for parents are 
forthcoming. 

In these times of global 
economic uncertainty, I 
know we will all want to 
take the time to truly 

enjoy our Thanksgiving holiday with 
family and friends. Family gathered 
together, college kids back in town, a 
little football and some sweet potato 
pie ïthose are even more joyful, given 
the contentiousness and conflict that 
characterizes so much of the world. 

(Seniors- Donôt forget to continue 
working on your college essays and 
applications!) 

 

Be well, 

Chris Clouet 

  

A Message From The Superintendent  

In an on-going effort to keep communication 
open with our school district and  the public, 
Dr. Chris Clouet will host community forum 

meetings available to the public.   

New MS ReDesign:  

Thursday Nov. 17th, 7:30pm 

WPHS/B1  

Tuesday  Dec. 6th, 7pm  

Ed House Assembly Rm  

 

Superintendentõs Evening 

Hours Ed House Assembly Rm  

 

Thursday  Dec. 8th, 7pm  

Thursday  Feb. 2nd, 7pm  

Tuesday      April 17th,  7pm  

  

Un Mensaje del Superintendente  

 

COMMUNITY FORUM  

SCHEDULE  
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2011 marked the beginning of a new tradition at WPHS. We 

welcomed 10 French students into our community for 9 days. From Ameri-

can school to Halloween and of course pumpkin carving, they truly experi-

enced the American teenage life. We would like to express many thanks to 

our host families for making their experience so memorable as well as 

F.A.I.S. for their involvement and support :)  
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y al Sr. Eckfeld, el conductor, quien se 
dirigió a ellos en alemán.  La Dra.Allen 
tomó fotos de los estudiantes cuando 
recib²an unas franelas que dicen ñUSA 
and Germanyò durante la recepci·n en 
la biblioteca de la escuela.  Estoy segu-
ra de que los estudiantes van a recor-
dar este viaje por muchos años.   
 

También por primera vez en mucho tiempo 
este año, tuvimos el placer de tener a los 
estudiantes del intercambio francés.  Ellos 

llegaron el 23 de octubre y partieron el 
primero de noviembre. Durante este tiempo 
ellos fueron acompañados de los estudian-
tes que los hospedaban y de otros estu-
diantes del idioma francés.    
 

Adem§s del  Districtôs Emergency Dismis-
sal Drill el 13 de octubre, nosotros hemos 
conducido nuestro primer ensayo de eva-
cuación total el 21 de octubre como parte 
de nuestro plan de seguridad.  Todos los 
estudiantes y miembros del personal fueron 
evacuados al Loucks Field.  

 

Por favor acompáñenos en algunos de 
estos eventos y espero verlos en la próxi-
ma reunión del PTA. 
 
Atentamente, 

 
Diana Knight 
Interim Principal   
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Un Mensaje de la Principal  

  

Honors/ AP Application Process  

Contõd from page 3 

  

  

 

WPHS HONORS / AP APPLICATION PROCESS  

 

The WPHS Honors / AP Application Process is offered for those students who would like to be considered who are currently 
not enrolled in an Honors level course.  Students are reviewed based upon their current work and assessment. 
 

January 4, 2012  2012 HONORS APPLICATION available at WPHS and web site 

   WPHS Honors Program Presentation, 6:45pm for WPHS students, 7:30pm for WPMS students 

   SNOW DATE January 11, 2012 
 

The Honors/AP Application is due sometime during the beginning of February,  and must be submitted to Guidance Counselor. 

  

NYS January 2012 Regents Schedule at WPHS  
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Eighteen students 

from Buckhorn High 

School in Hamburg, Ger-

many, arrived on Thursday, Octo-

ber 13th with their English teacher to 

begin a three-week stay in White Plains. 

Their visit here is the first half of this 

yearôs German Exchange Program, a tra-

dition at WPHS for more than 30 years. 

The nine girls and nine boys stayed with 

families of White Plains students who are 

currently taking German at the High 

School and attended school every day 

with their partners. Their teacher, Mrs. 

Müller-Wieland, stayed with WPHS Ger-

man teacher Nancy 

Snell and also at-

tended classes 

every day.  

 

During their stay, 

the German stu-

dents visited major 

tourist attractions 

in New York City 

such as Ellis Island 

and the Statue of 

Liberty. Together 

with their Ameri-

can partners, they also spent a weekend 

in Washington, DC, touring the Capitol, 

the National Mall, and the many memo-

rials and 

monuments 

of our capi-

tol city.  

 

In April, the 

WPHS stu-

dent hosts 

and Mrs. 

Snell will travel to Hamburg for the 

second half of this wonderful exchange 

program. There, they will live with the 

families of their German partners and 

attend school with them. They will also 

get a chance to see Germanyôs capitol 

city, Berlin. 
 

The importance of this exchange lies not 

so much in the places the students visit, 

but rather in the cross-cultural experi-

ences they have, living with a family 

and seeing what school is like in a for-

eign country. The students have their 

first real opportunity to communicate in 

the language they have been studying 

for so long. Through this experience, 

they have the chance to make interna-

tional life-long friendships. 
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 Phil Viola             Mike Bambace  

914 -428 -4875      914 -424 -4302  

wphspta@gmail.com  

  

German Exchange Students Visit WPHS!  
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impuesto del 2% del Gobernador Cuomo a los 

distritos escolares locales.  El consenso fue que 

esto no es bueno para las escuelas y que debe-

mos esforzarnos en apoyar el presupuesto de las 

escuelas y pedirle a Albany un alivio.  Estare-

mos dando más información al respecto.  

 

En noviembre el PTA presentó la película 

ñRace to Nowhereò la cual presenta el stress 

que nuestros hijos sienten en nuestra sociedad 

dirigida al  logro del éxito.  Nosotros tuvimos un 

panel de miembros de la facultad y administra-

dores quienes contestaron preguntas y discutie-

ron la película.  

 

Las visitas a  WPHS se ofrecieron en el mes de 

noviembre para todos los padres de los estudian-

tes del noveno grado el próximo año escolar 

2012-213.  Les deseamos a esos estudiantes 

suerte en sus selecciones y esperamos reunirnos 

con ellos el año que viene. 

 

Esperamos que el Turkey Bowl sea un evento 

muy exitoso este año cuando White Plains tiene 

como invitado a Stepinac. El PTA tendrá un 

Snack Bar, con muchos aperitivos deliciosos y 

venderemos el Spirit Wear, le agradecemos a 

todos los voluntarios que siempre nos ayudan a 

que este evento de Thanksgiving sea un éxito 

total! 

 

Los días festivos están muy cerca y nuestra Fe-

ria de Manualidades es el sábado 10 de di-

ciembre, de 10am a 4pm. Vengan a hacer sus 

compras! Recuerden que todos los recaudos  son 

el apoyo del  PTA Senior Recognition Fund. Por 

favor vengan a comprar, a disfrutar de la música 

presentada por el Songwriters Club y otros gru-

pos musicales del WPHS, y también saboree los 

deliciosos aperitivos!  

 

EL 12 de enero nuestra reunión del PTA 

será PEACE OUTside Campus (Paz fuera 

del campus de la universidad) con Kathleen 

Bonistall. La Fundación Lindsey M. Bonistall 

está dedicada a promover ambientes pacíficos 

y seguros en las comunidades fuera de las uni-

versidades en el país. Su objetivo es hacer que 

los estudiantes y sus familias se sientan capaci-

tados para ser proactivos  en cuidarse ellos 

mismos e ir en contra de aquéllos que perpe-

tuán el crimen y la violencia.  Más que crear 

una cultura de miedo, ellos tratan de reforzar el 

sentido de fortaleza y seguridad.  Esperamos 

verlos!  

 

No es demasiado tarde para hacerse miembros 

del PTA!.  Por favor busque la aplicación en 

esta carta!  Los jóvenes que tienen más éxito 

escolar son aquéllos cuyos padres están más 

envueltos en su educación.  Al nivel de la es-

cuela secundaria, nos parece más difícil recibir 

información y saber lo que está pasando puesto 

que nuestros hijos son más independientes y 

autosuficientes.  El PTA puede ayudar a los 

padres a conseguir la información y los recur-

sos.  Si tienen alguna pregunta o preocupación, 

por favor déjenoslo saber!.  Llámenos por telé-

fono o por correo electrónico al 

WPHSPTA@gmail.com.   

 

  

Nuestros mejores deseos para festividades! 

 

Donna Louis and Catherine Murphy 

PTA Co-Presidentes 

El PTA del WPHS ha estado  

muy ocupado! 

 
Comenzamos el año con la reunión con nuestra 

Directora Diana Knight y los miembros de la 

Administración y el  Departamento de Conse-

jería. La Sra. Paula Dalto habló sobre los clu-

bes y programas en los cuales se pueden envol-

ver los estudiantes del WPHS.  Las biblioteca-

rias de la escuela y la de la librería pública de 

White Plains estaban en la reunión para infor-

marnos acerca de todos los recursos disponi-

bles para ayudar a que nuestros estudiantes 

tengan éxito en sus estudios. 

 

El programa de nuestra reunión de octubre fue 

ñNoche de Consejer²aò presentado por Lesley 

Tompkins y por otros miembros del Departa-

mento de Consejería.  Comenzamos la noche 

con presentaciones cortas de la Sra. Paula Santa

-Donato y sus programas de educación sobre 

relaciones, embarazos, y prevención del aban-

dono escolar. La Sra. Elaine London habló 

sobre los Programas de Servicios Comunita-

rios.  La Sra. Tompkins informó a los padres 

sobre la página web que tiene el Departamento 

de Consejería en el cual se encuentra el horario 

de visitas de las universidades al WPHS en el 

boletín mensual del Departamento y también 

otros recursos disponibles.  Los padres luego se 

dividieron en varios grupos por grado para 

discutir las preguntas pertinentes a dicho grado.  

Le agradecemos a la Sra. Tompkins y a los 

miembros del Departamento de Consejería por 

habernos proporcionado una noche llena de 

información! 

 

 

El PTA de Westchester-East Putnam tuvo una 

reunión para analizar el efecto del (Tax cap) 

sense of empowerment, strength, and 

security. Hope to see you all there!  

 

Itõs not too late to join the PTA!  Please 

see the membership flyer in this news-

letter. Children whose parents are in-

volved in their schools perform better. At 

the High School level, it may seem 

harder to get information and find out 

whatõs going on as our children become 

more independent and self -sufficient. 

The PTA can help provide that link to 

information and resources. If you have 

questions or concerns, please let us 

know! Contact us by phone, or by email 

at WPHSPTA@gmail.com.   

 

  

Best wishes during the  

2011 Holiday Season,  

 

Donna Louis and Catherine Murphy  

WPHS PTA Co-Presidents  
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Requirements for Junior Year Induction  
 
In order to be INDUCTED into  

NHS, you need a minimum cumula-
tive GPA of 3.700 AT THE END OF 
SOPHOMORE YEAR and proof of 

70 hours total service by March 15, 2012   

 

(Service from July 1, 2011 through March 15, 2012)  

· 20 hours of SERVICE TO SCHOOL including  

  attendance at 2 Academic Challenges 

· 10 hours ICAN Activities  

· 40 hours of COMMUNITY SERVICE 

 

If you do not meet these requirements by the deadline 
of March 15, 2012,  you may qualify in September of 
your senior year if your cumulative GPA is a 3.700 or 
over. Your service hour records are on file in the event 
you re-apply. 

 

Requirements for Senior Year Graduation  
 

In order to GRADUATE as an NHS candidate, you need to 
maintain a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.700 at the end 
of JUNIOR year and proof of the following 200 hours 
total service by March 15, 2012 (if Inducted as a Junior, 
130 remaining hours are required) 

· 50 hours of SERVICE TO SCHOOL including atten-
dance at 2 additional academic challenge events  

· 50 hours of ICAN Activities  

· 100 hours of COMMUNITY SERVICE 
 

Detailed description, requirement information and forms 
can be found on the WPHS website (under Activities)  

http://www.whiteplainspublicschools.org/Page/1074  
 

NHS Advisors 
 

Ms. Phillips (B215)  cindyphillips@wpcsd.k12.ny.us 
Ms. Stipo (C102)  laurenstipo@wpcsd.k12.ny.us 

   COLLEGE 

PLANNING  

CHECKLIST  

 

¶ DECEMBER 1ST IS THE DEADLINE FOR TRANSCRIPT 

REQUESTS & COLLEGE APPLICATIONS DUE JANUARY 

 

Even if you are applying for January 2012 Regular Decision, submit 

your transcript  requests and applications NOW! WPHS Guidance 

recommends that applications due by January 2nd should be com-

pleted and submitted by December 1st.  This is to guarantee your 

applications will be processed on time and make the deadline re-

quirement. 
 

¶ All seniors must have a NAVIANCE ID to process their college 

applications.  Seniors must see their  Guidance Counselor  

IMMEDIATELY  if an account has not yet been established. 

 

¶ Make sure you have requested Teacher Recommendation(s) 

from your teacher(s)! You must talk to your teacher in person 

to find out if he/she will agree to support you...Never assume! 

 

¶ KEEP WORKING ON YOUR COLLEGE ESSAY(S) é.Hang in 

there, there is a light at the end of the tunnel! 

 

¶ Make sure all requirements are submitted with each college appli-

cation: Transcript, School Reports, SAT/ ACT Score Reports, 

Counselor Recommendations, and depending on the institution, 

Teacher Recommendations, SAT 2 Subject Test Score Reports, 

Student Resume 

 

¶ If you are applying EARLY ACTION OR EARLY DECISION, 

CHECK IF YOUR INSTITUTION USES THE CSS PROFILE 

 

If so,  check the CSS PROFILE due date to be considered for financial 

award. For example, if you have applied to Northeastern University 

Early Action, the CSS PROFILE is due December 1st, 2011 to be con-

sidered for a tentative award. 

https://profileonline.collegeboard.com/prf/index.jsp 
 

¶ FAFSA 2012ï 2013 will be available online January 1st, 2012 

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/index.htm 

 

If you have any questions do not hesitate to contact the College and 

Career Center room C141 at the high school, the staff truly does want to 

help you be successful in the college application process and are a 

great source of information.  
 

Reminder: Check out the Guidance Calendar or NAVIANCE to sign 

up for colleges that visit the WPHS College & Career Center! 
 

DECEMBER 14, GUIDANCE: FINANCIAL AID PROGRAM 

7PM MEDIA CENTER 
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Message From Guidance  

National Honor Society Requirements 2011 ð 2012 

mailto:cindyphillips@wpcsd.k12.ny.us
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WPHS Community Service Program  

Welcome to the WPHS Community Service Program.  
 

We commend you for your interest in volunteering 
your time and energy to your Community. You will 
find Community Service Forms available under the 
Guidance web page . The forms are necessary to 
participate in the Program and to receive recogni-
tion and/or academic credit. Remember this ser-
vice can be done anytime during your career at 
White Plains High School, including summers.  
 
Please complete each form as indicated and return 
to Mrs. London (forms can be printed online =>). 
 
Upon completion of a minimum of 60 hours of volunteer 
activity you will receive a Certificate of Recognition and 
credit on your transcript for Community Service. This 
credit is in addition to the 22 credits required for a White 
Plains High School diploma. Community Service credit 
will be awarded according to the following guidelines: 
 
If a student has served a minimum of 60 hours, but less 
than 120 hours, the student will be awarded one-half (.5) Com-
munity Service Credit for that year. Any hours beyond that 60 
will be carried forward to the next school year. One-half (.5) 
Community Service Credit will appear on the studentôs tran-
script for that year.  

If a student has served a minimum of 120 hours, the student will be 
awarded one (1) Community Service Credit for that year. Any hours 

beyond 120 will be carried forward to 
the next school year. One (1) Com-
munity Service Credit will appear on 
the studentôs transcript for that year.  
 
No student can earn more than one 
(1) Community Service credit per 
school year, for a maximum of 4 such 
credits over the course of grades 9 ï 
12. This credit is elective, non -
academic credit that cannot be 
used toward graduation.  
 
Documentation of hours served must 
be submitted by May 1 of each year. 
Hours earned following the May 1 
deadline will be credited towards the 
following yearôs record.  
 
The Community Service Program is 
available to assist all interested stu-

dents -- individually or as a group - with placement opportunities. 
For more information call or visit Program Coordinator Mrs. London, 
422-2013, College & Career Center, White Plains, High School.  
Available Thursdays during lunch hour.              Good luck! 

2012 PTA Senior Recognition Award  

Now is the time to start working toward 
this goal!  
 

The awards are presented to seniors  

who:  

  

¶ Complete 30 hours of service to the school or 

community between  

        July 1, 2011  and March 31, 2012  

¶ Prepare a written statement about their plans 

and goals after graduation  

¶ Mail the completed application packet by the 
specified date ( Must be postmarked by April 6, 

2012) 

¶ Complete all requirements for graduation by June 

2012 

  

Forms to keep track of service hours ARE  available on 

our PTA website, accessed thru the High School main 

page under Site Shortcuts (click on PTA).  The applica-

tion packets will also be available in the guidance offices 

January. 

 

 

Happy Holidays!  

Come see The WPHS Honors String Ensemble!  
 

At The City Center Barnes & Noble  

On Wednesday, December 14th, 7:30pm  
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Contact: Libby Hollahan 

Contact Number: 914-422-1495 

 

Pizza and Poetry!  
 

Date: 12/14/2011   6:30 PMð8:00 PM 

Come write and share your original poems with Zork! Pizza is provided! 

Location: Room A 
Contact: Mariel Perez 
Contact Number: 914 422-1473 

Presenter: E. Carlson 

 

Boxing Fitness for Teens!  
 

Date: 12/27/2011, 12/28/2011, 12/29/2011 2:00 PMð3:00 PM 

Learn the basics of boxing, cardio workouts and nutrition through a be-
ginner, non-contact workout. Girls are welcome! 
Location: Room B 
Contact: Erik Carlson 
Presenter: John Niland 

Status: Openings, Three Classes Offered 

 

College Admissions 101  
 

Date: 1/18/2012, 1/25/2012, 2/15/2012  6:00 PMð7:00 PM 

A lot of the information families hear from friends about getting into col-
lege is just plain wrong. So with the help of our Collegewise counselors 
who worked in admissions, we created this seminar to answer the ques-
tion, ñWhat are colleges really looking for?ò Are grades, test scores and 
activities all equally important? What other factors are considered during 
the admissions process? And is it true that having a connection to some-
one can get you in? Weôll talk about all of those things, take you behind 
the scenes of the admissions offices, and show you exactly how college 
admissions really works. Youôll come away from this seminar feeling 
even more confident about the college planning choices your student is 

making.   Three Sessions Offered 

Location: Room B 
Contact: Mariel Perez 
Contact Number: 914 422-1473 

Presenter: M. Perez 

Preparing for Financial Independence:  

A Parent -Teen Workshop  
 

Date: 11/30/2011   7:00 PMð8:30 PM 

Part of the Allstate Readiness Series, this program will present the 
building blocks of financial independence--Earning money, spending it 
wisely, budgeting, saving, bank accounts, credit and debit cards, paying 
for college, id theft, and more (for high school students and parents). 
Location: Auditorium 
Contact: Libby Hollahan 

Contact Number: 914-422-1495 

 

Introduction to Babysitting  
 

Date: 12/3/2011, 12/30/2011  1:00 PMð5:00 PM 

For teens. This four-hour class includes the responsibilities of the baby-
sitter and the parents; emergencies and safety; playing and infant care. 
At the conclusion of the class, teens are required to take a simple true/
false test. Handouts and a certificate of completion are distributed as 
well. Food will be provided.  Two Classes Are Offered 
Location: Room B 
Contact: Mariel Perez 
Contact Number: 914 422-1473 

Presenter: M. Perez 

 

Teen Advisory Group  
 

Date: 12/5/2011   4:30 PMð5:30 PM 

You talk, we listen! Come and give your ideas on what you want to see 
in the library from movies to music to books. Help us plan teen events 
and let us know what you want from the library.  

Pizza and snacks will be served after the meeting. 

Location: Room B 
Contact: Erik Carlson 
Contact Number: 914-422-1473 
Presenter: Erik Carlson & Mariel Perez 

Status: Openings 

 

Calling All Teen Drivers -Open House for Teens 

at the Library  
 

Date: 12/10/2011, 12/17/2011  1:00 PMð5:00 PM 

Just got your license? Getting your permit soon? Taking a car to col-
lege? Stop by the Library to receive a packet of safe driving tips. Sign a 
safe driving contract and make a pledge to ñX the TXT,ò an initiative of 
Allstate to put an end to texting and driving. Enter a prize drawing for a 
Nook E-Reader and other great prizes. Program will repeat on Satur-
day, December 17, from 1-5 p.m. 
These programs are made possible by a generous grant from The 
Allstate Foundation to the White Plains Library Foundation. 
Location: Auditorium 
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